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‘

what do you say?’
» TAYLOR MORRIS
METRO REPORTER

A

fter 10 innings, seven games and 108 years, the Chicago Cubs are finally
World Series Champions. During the Nov. 2 game, the team defeated
the Cleveland Indians with a Game Seven score of 8-7.
Lifelong Cubs fans Mike Cameron, 66, and his wife Chris Atkins, 64, of
Wrigleyville joined celebrations in their neighborhood while watching the
game outside of a bar on Addison Street after the victory. They said the title
win was a huge moment not only for the Cubs but for the city.
“It’s incredible,” Atkins shouted while admiring the surrounding crowd,
“Seven games, 10 innings, and we did it.”
Cameron shared his wife’s enthusiasm for the hometown win, citing the
game’s excitement and suspense.
“It’s the best World Series,” he said. “We are so proud.”

See CUBS page 31
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Schiff’s comments offensive,
but credentials are a concern
» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“
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L

ike all departments at Columbia,
the Fashion Studies Department is
bound by the provisions of the parttime faculty’s [collective bargaining agreement], which ignores credentials, in exclusive
favor of seniority,” wrote Jeff Schiff, interim
chair of the Fashion Studies Department,
in an internal report given to the college
administration.
As reported on Page 4, the 92-page report,
co-written by several department members,
noted an overwhelming number of white
women faculty members in the department.
“Noteworthy, too, is that 25 of [the faculty]
are older than 50,” the report stated.
These comments triggered response from
the college’s part-time faculty union. P-Fac
President Diana Vallera labeled them “antiunion” and “anti-women.”
Schiff’s comments were not tactful, could
cause labor relations issues and targeted a
faculty group no more protected than tenured
faculty who have contracts that give them
long-term seniority. However, his comment
suggesting adjuncts need diverse backgrounds and updated credentials rather than
determining their classes by a tier system is
understandable and is the only concern to take
seriously in the report’s criticized sections.
But like all departments, there is nothing
he can do to prevent the restrictions of P-Fac’s
collective bargaining agreement, and he
needs to find ways to bring in the best people
without slighting adjuncts or violating the
collective bargaining agreement.
Students crave and need diverse faculty
qualified in the respective field. It is clear that
using a tier system to choose professors for
classes gives priority to long-term adjuncts
who are not required to update their CVs. It
could prevent hiring professionals with new
or varied experiences from teaching a significant amount of classes. While chairs can
make arguments for giving certain classes
to specifically skilled adjuncts over the tier
system, but this can be difficult to prove.
However, the same could be said about
recruiting for full-time faculty from various
life experiences with current experience.
As for faculty diversity, the amount of
women teaching may be an inevitable product of the predominantly female fashion
industry. However, racial diversity is a vital
metric when looking at the overall makeup
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of a department’s faculty because students
are more prepared for the job market when
exposed to people of various backgrounds,
research says.
“Abandonment of race-sensitive admissions and hiring, at a time when most minority
groups continue to be underrepresented in
higher education, will severely limit campus
diversity and will undermine the learning
environment for all students,” said a 2000
study from the American Association of
University Professors.
This finding is still relevant today, as several studies in the last 15 years from higher
education experts and psychologists have
further proved that relationships with people
of different races, gender and age creates a
more valuable education.
Because Schiff’s proactiveness with proposed curricular changes proves he is unafraid
of making changes while in his interim position and with himself having no fashion
credentials, he should transfer some of that
energy to recruiting faculty, both
part- and
		
full-time, who he thinks would add to the
student experience. If it’s worth complaining
about to the college’s administration, it’s worth
his energy to take proper steps to fix it himself.
While the collective bargaining agreement
should be honored, the student experience
should not hang in the balance and that should
be reflected in future procedures for assigning
faculty at all levels. Schiff’s comments, while
one-sided in criticizing adjuncts, represent
department chairs’ merited desire to ensure
students receive what they want and deserve
in their educators: someone with relevant
experience and credentials who can diversify the college experience.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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College cuts ‘non-strategic’ items,
looks for more places to save
» MEGAN BENNETT &
ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF & CAMPUS EDITOR
DEPARTMENT FUNDING CONTINUES to fall
while overall administrative expenses
rise and a multi-million-dollar cash flow
is being used to fund the Strategic Plan,
according to the college’s official Fiscal
Year 2017 budget.
The budget, made public on the college’s
website, was adjusted after Fall 2016
Semester enrollment projections made
in April—8,330 students—and August—
8,258—were not reached, according to
Richard Dowsek, CFO and interim vice
president of Business Affairs.
The budget, which currently breaks even
at approximately $202 million, includes a
$2.5 million shortfall that the administration is trying to reduce to meet this year’s
projections, Dowsek said.

Instructional Department fund allocations are projected to be $65.8 million,
down from last year’s $71.7 million and
$82.3 million in Fiscal Year 2015, the first
year the budget was made public.
Dowsek explained that the process for
cutting costs this fiscal year was different
than that of Michelle Gates, former CFO
and vice president of Business Affairs.
Gates would require specific budget reductions that had to be met.
“She set targets for them,” Dowsek
said. “I don’t know exactly how she did
that because it presumes you know what
the appropriate spending level is for each
department. I don’t do that because I don’t
pretend to know that.”
Dowsek said he worked through line-byline budgeting with Senior Vice President
and Provost Stan Wearden, Senior
Associate Provost Suzanne Blum Malley

and school deans to identify costs.
“It took a lot of time to do it that way, but
we were able to establish what we thought
were sensible priorities or prioritizations
on what we needed to spend,” he said.
Bree Bracey, junior theatre major
and executive vice president of
Communications for the Student
Government Association, said it is important for the college to disclose the budget
to the campus community, especially
students.
“Students want to know where their
money is being spent,” Bracey said. “It is
important to outline all of the places our
money is going to and how that is going to
benefit us.”
Bracey added SGA is open to meet with
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim in
person to discuss the budget and with students so they can ask questions.
As academic department funding
shrinks, College Administration expenses
fell $1.6 million for Fiscal Year 2017, from
$31.3 million to $29.7 million. However,
Academic Administration expenditures
rose $1.8 million during the same time,

from $9.2 million to $11 million. Both figures are higher than the 2015 fiscal year’s
budget, when College Administration
was allocated $27.8 million projection
and Academic Administration had $10.4
million. Specifics as to the lower college
Administration budget were not made
available as of press time.
Kim said academic funding declined
because fewer classes are being offered
as a response to the continuing enrollment.
Academic administrative expenses have
risen to maintain necessary positions at
the college, he said
Dowsek said additions to the college’s
information technology support may cause
an additional increase.
“[The] school is shrinking, but a lot of
the key administrative positions have to
be here,” Kim said.
Other expenses that have increased
include Student Services, which encompasses non-academic programs and
offices that cater to students. It has also
seen a continual rise in funding: $24.7
million in Fiscal Year 2015, $26.4 million
for Fiscal Year 2016 and now a projected

SEE BUDGET, PAGE 11
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Fiscal Year 2017 Budget
Dollar amounts in millions

» Information Courtesy COLLEGE WEBSITE

Chief of staff resigns from ‘dream’ job
“Dayle has decided to relocate to
after three years Massachusetts
in order to be closer to her
» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
CAMPUS EDITOR
THE COLLEGE ANNOUNCED the departure of
Dayle Matchett, chief of staff of the Office
of the President, in a Nov. 3 email to faculty and staff from President and CEO
Kwang-Wu Kim.
Matchett, who assumed her position
in July 2013—the same time as Kim—is
leaving Columbia for personal reasons,
the email stated.

mother, who has been ailing for some time,”
Kim said in the email.
The email added Matchett has accepted
a position as Principal Gifts Officer at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Prior to Columbia, she worked in development at Yale University, Arizona State
University and Longy School of Music in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
“I am leaving Columbia as my father
passed from advanced cancer in August
and my mother fell gravely ill,” Matchett

» ZOË HAWORTH/CHRONICLE

said in a Nov. 3 emailed statement sent
to The Chronicle. “My husband and I are
moving back to Boston to support her care.
While I look forward to an exciting new professional opportunity, serving at Columbia
has been my dream position working on
behalf of an extraordinary student, faculty and staff community. President Kim is
one of the most dedicated, student-centric
presidents I have had the pleasure to work
with. I look forward to following Columbia’s
continuing success under his leadership.”
Kaela Ritter, senior business and
entrepreneurship major and Student
Government Association president who
has worked closely with Matchett, said
Matchett has always kept the student

organization in contact with Kim and
connected it with the administration and
all students.
“She helps us be a liaison to the students
and the administration,” Ritter said. “I
absolutely wish Dayle the best. I’ll be sad
to see her leave, but wish her the best in
her next endeavors.”
The college will host a reception for
Matchett Nov. 16 in the 916 S. Wabash
Ave. Building, according to Kim’s email.
“While she will be missed, I know that
you will join me in thanking Dayle for her
commitment to the college and in wishing
her well as she moves onward,” Kim said.
asalcedo@chroniclemail.com
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Fashion Studies report
spurs P-Fac controversy
A FASHION STUDIES Department
internal review report sparked
anger within the college’s parttime faculty union because of
comments noting that the majority of the department is white
women older than 50, and that its
collective bargaining agreement
ignores teaching credentials and
impedes diversity.
The Chronicle obtained a complete copy of the 92-page internal
review report, which Jeff Schiff,
Interim Chair of the Fashion
Studies Department, prepared
with contributions from 16 other
faculty members.
Despite several requests, Schiff
could not be reached for comment,
as of press time.
Diana Vallera, P-Fac president and adjunct professor in the

Photography Department who
called the comments “anti-union”
and “anti-women” in an Oct. 26
P-Fac press release, told The
Chronicle the union obtained the
report through an informational
request to the college regarding
recent curriculum proposals
made in the Fashion Studies
Department. She added the report
was presented to the administration. The college News Office
refused to comment if the administration has seen the report.
Under the report’s Diversity
section, it states that the “predominantly female student body
is almost always taught by white
women instructors.”
“It’s all there in black and white:
this administration’s derogatory
attitude toward women, particularly older women,” Vallera said in
the press release. “This report is an
insult to our experienced women

»FILE PHOTO

faculty who have worked so hard
over the years to become the best
teachers they can be and also stay
current with all the developments
in their field.”
Following a breakdown of the
full-time and part-time faculty’s
demographic, which states that
the department has 35 female
instructors and nine male instructors, three of which are AfricanAmerican and three Asian, the
report states it is “noteworthy, too,
that 25 of them are older than 50.”
“...Sentiment is high about diversifying our faculty...Given the de facto

hiring freeze and strictures of our
collective bargaining agreement,
such will likely not come to pass any
time soon,” the report states.
Carl Levine, partner at Levy
Ratner law firm in New York City
who represents part-time faculty at
New York University and the New
School, New York City, referred to
these statements as “troubling.”
“There are some disturbing
statements concerning diversity
and the suggestion that somehow
something should be done to get rid
of particular older female employees,” Levine said.

Levine added that blaming the
collective bargaining agreement
for the alleged lack of diversity
or lack of qualifications ignores
several issues. The administration
has the power to hire and rehire
adjuncts based on their qualifications and has had several opportunities to reassess their hiring
decisions through evaluations,
especially after granting part-time
faculty the right to teach multiple
courses once they teach a total of
51 credits, as stated in the current
contract, Levine said.
“There seems to be a lot of hostility toward the union and the
[agreement],” Levine said.
Under the Credentials section, the report states, “Like all
departments at Columbia, the
Fashion Studies Department is
bound by the provisions of the
part-time faculty’s CBA, which
ignores credentials, in exclusive
favor of seniority.”

SEE P-FAC, PAGE 12

» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
CAMPUS EDITOR

The 2015-2016 Fashion Studies
internal review included
comments about the department’s
demographics and the collective
bargaining agreement.

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Music Department Events

Wednesday November 9
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series
at the Conway
Music Student Convocation
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12:00 pm
12:00 pm

Thursday November 10
Music Student Convocation
New Music Ensemble in Concert at the Sherwood
with special guests The New Quartet

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Friday November 11
QArte String Quartet Composition Forum
QArte String Quartet Concert
Classical Guitarist Norman Ruiz in Concert
at the Sherwood

2:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

CAMPUS

The Harvard
of Comedy

The second floor of Second City’s Training Center boasts new classrooms, the Harold Ramis
Screening room, a soundstage, and ample common space to meet, work, and socialize.

Shows 7 nights a week in our 4 student theaters!

Visit SecondCity.com/tc
or call (312) 664-3959

We offer classes, camps, and immersions for students of all ages. Whether you hope to
become a star on Saturday Night Live or just want to try something new, The Second City
has a class for you. Check out our offerings in improv, acting, writing, music, and more!
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» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER
A REMINDER ABOUT the college’s
continuing Strategic Plan goals
and the curriculum review process was sent in an email to faculty Oct. 25 by the Provost’s Office.
But, after members of the college
community received the message,
some were still unsure of the college’s plans moving forward.
“It’s a good point to touch back
on what we’re doing and why we’re
doing it, and to remind people of
the importance of that work,” said
Senior Vice President and Provost
Stan Wearden, during a Nov. 2
interview with The Chronicle
explaining why he sent the email.
In the email, which is titled “On
Curriculum Change, Openness
and Responsiveness” also published Nov. 1 on Columbia’s website, Wearden acknowledged the

possibility of faculty members
feeling anxious about the Strategic
Plan’s implementation.
“I understand the temptation
to give in to anxieties and even to
fear,” the email stated. “But in my
experience, I know of no examples
where challenges have been met
and problems solved primarily by
giving in to these things.”
Jaafar Aksikas, an associate professor in the History, Humanities
& Social Sciences Department,
said he thought the information
in the email was interesting, but
he was still left questioning how
the school plans on achieving
Columbia’s goals.
“It sets out a good map
of the curricular change,
but at the same time, I’m
left questioning the delivery,” Aksikas said. “You can
claim all kinds of things,
but I’m not sure what kind of
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mechanisms there are to ensure
these claims are materialized.”
Faculty members are divided in
how they feel about the Strategic
Plan, Aksikas said.
“There are people who are hopeful, but then there are people who
are very skeptical,” Aksikas said.
In the email, Wearden also
addressed the process and expectations of the curricular review
process. The email outlines the
process of curriculum proposals as starting with a discussion
and a vote by the Department

Curriculum Committee, and then
taking them to the department
chair for approval.
“There is a clear and effective
structure in place to ensure that
all departmental faculty voices
have the opportunity to be heard
—a process that honors shared
governance at every stage,” the
email said. “I expect all Columbia
departments to follow and respect
both the letter and the spirit of this
policy and process.”
Aksikas said some faculty members have expressed concerns
about inclusion in the curricular
review process. He said a better
model of shared governance would
include the department chair
being on the same level as faculty.

“I understand the temptation to
give in to anxieties and even
to fear. But in my experience,
I know of no examples where
challenges have been met and
problems solved primarily by
giving in to these things.”
» FILE PHOTO

-STAN WEARDEN

“The faculty owns the curriculum, but if I approve a course and
take it the chair, the chair can easily say no,” Aksikas said. “This puts
a lot of power in the chairs.”
Wearden said he is not aware of
any situations in which a department chair has denied a proposal,
but they have given feedback on
improvements. He said thinks the
process is inclusive of all parties.
“What we try to do is meet somewhere in the middle,” Wearden
said. “The point of the process
is not to shoot things down. It’s
to make sure it’s the strongest
possible proposal.”
Wearden also made suggestions
to make the curriculum review
process as responsive as possible. He said department chairs
requesting feedback on a proposal
should listen to the feedback and
pass it along to other faculty
members.
Tim Cozzens, chair of the
Design Department, said he
thought the email was helpful because it put all the ideas
together in one place.

SEE EMAIL, PAGE 12

Provost email reminds faculty of Strategic
Plan goals, discusses curricular review

CAMPUS
1994 radio/sound alumnus Dave Miska,
sound engineer for CBS Radio, has
worked on radio broadcasts for the
Chicago Cubs since 2010.

» Courtesy DAVE MISKA

Alumnus broadcasts
history through Cubs win
» amelia garza

CAMPUS REPORTER
AS THE CHICAGO Cubs clinched a
historic World Series win Nov. 2
in the bottom of the 10th inning,
Dave Miska, a 1994 radio/sound

alumnus and sound engineer for
Chicago’s CBS Radio, was in the
sound booth celebrating as he
worked the controls for the Cubs
Radio Broadcast.
After graduating, Miska said
he worked for ESPN Radio for

almost 10 years before starting at
CBS Radio, where he has worked
for six years. While at ESPN, he
worked on the Chicago White Sox
broadcast when they won the 2005
World Series. As a baseball fan and
Chicago native, Miska said it was
an honor being able to witness and
work as both teams took home the
coveted trophy.
“It’s a lot of hard work, but I feel
very fortunate to be doing this in
my hometown and to be a part
of such interesting and exciting
things,” Miska said.
The World Series win was
especially important because it
had been more than a century
since the team won the title in
1908, said Dahlia Sherman,
junior American Sign Language–
English interpretation major who
grew up as a Cubs fan.
“My biggest feeling was relief
that finally we won,” Sherman
said. “Finally the curse is broken.

Finally we don’t have to say,
‘Maybe next year.’”
As the Cubs progressed further
in the series, Miska said his job
became more intense. The team’s
success was no longer a local story
but had spread to national news
and even global news. He added
that he felt the pressure on him
and his co-workers.
“You feel the historical significance,” Miska said. “The last time
they won, there was no radio. Radio
hadn’t been invented yet, so this is
kind of uncharted territory. We
want to make sure we get it right.”
Although he had originally set out
to work in a recording studio, Miska
said he took an opportunity to work
in radio in 1999, where he discovered
his other interest.
“Sports broadcasting is a
passion of mine,” Miska said.
“Sometimes, I feel like I got steered
into something where I was meant
to be.”
Josef Anwuzia, senior audio arts
& acoustics major, said although
his interest is in studio engineering, he has always had respect for

the sound engineers of radio and
broadcasting shows.
“It takes a lot to do [what they do],
not everyone can do that,” Anwuzia
said. “I have many friends who are
more inclined to do broadcasting
because they like being a part of
that process where they’re capturing an event and providing
that [experience] for other people
so they can also share in it.”
Miska said he would not have
found his passion if he had not
opened himself up to new opportunities. He advised Columbia
students interested in his field to
never turn down any chances that
come their way.
“The battle is showing up. Be
prepared and take every opportunity you can,” Miska said.
“Sometimes, that means you
are going to work holidays, and
sometimes that means you are
going to work New Year’s Eve or
Sunday morning at 5:30 a.m. All
that experience puts you in the
driver’s seat.”
agarza@chroniclemail.com
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DEI open forum welcomes mission
statement feedback
» amelia garza

CAMPUS REPORTER
THE MAJORIT Y OF recently collected feedback on Columbia’s
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Committee’s drafted mission
statement asked for definitions
of the key terms “diversity, equity
and inclusion,” according to
Peter Carpenter, DEI committee
member and Dance and Theatre
Department chair.
Comments were gathered Oct.
31, when faculty, staff and students offered their critiques and
questions. An online survey also
contributed data and responses.
The first draft mission statement was sent in a collegewide
email Oct. 5, as reported Oct.
17 by The Chronicle. Following
another collegewide email Oct.
26, the committee hosted an open
forum asking for feedback from the
college community.

According to the DEI committee, 51.72 percent of online respondents were students, 27.59 percent
were faculty and 20.69 percent
were staff.
“It’s not just that there’s multiple voices in the room, but all
those voices have equal access to
being heard and having access to
the resources of the institution,”
Carpenter said.
Desiree Johnson, second-year
graduate student in the Creative
Writing Department who attended
the forum, said the last sentence
of the mission statement spoke to
her the most. The final sentence
states that Columbia is committed
to creating policies and programs
reflective of the diversity of the
campus community.
Johnson said when she first
arrived at Columbia, there was no
Hispanic faculty teaching in her
department. This became an issue

when faculty graded her work,
as she is a multiracial, bilingual
author, she added.
“In terms of curriculum [and]
dealing with the discomfort of racism, that just wasn’t executed well
within my department,” Johnson
said. “I had one cohort member
who wrote, ‘taco language’ on my
manuscript when [I] had a bilingual integration of Spanish on my
manuscript.”
According to Elio Leturia, DEI
committee member and associate
professor in the Communication
& Media Innovation Department,
diversity, equity and inclusion
should be worked on daily.
“It’s not something we go
through training [for], and we
magically become what we are
supposed to be,” Leturia said.
“We have to practice and to be
conscious of who we are and every
single action that we perform.”
Following a Oct. 3 announcement that the DEI committee

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
The college community voiced their critiques of Columbia’s Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion Committee’s recently drafted mission statement at an Oct. 31 forum.

was looking for new members,
President and CEO Kwang-Wu
Kim extended the deadline for
self-nomination for students and
staff and will be making a decision
on members within the next week.
The new deadline was not specified as of press time.
Kim said the next step is for
the Board of Trustees to approve
the finalized mission statement.
He also plans to hold a monthly
gathering at which students can
discuss their experiences with
diversity, equity and inclusion,
he said.
“[The meetings are] a way to
incorporate more voices, and we’ll

• N ove m b e r
•December
•December
•December

find a mechanism to make sure
[student] feedback is feeding back
into the committee,” Kim said.
Johnson said the DEI’s mission
statement draft makes her more
confident in attending Columbia.
“Reading that sentence that
states there’s going to be [diverse]
faculty and staff, and this is a college that represents someone more
reflective of our society, would be
something that, even as a prospective student, I find intriguing,”
Johnson said. “It tells me there are
going to be people like me who are
teaching me.”
agarza@chroniclemail.com

27th
4th
11th
18th

1/31/17
H Y B R I D O N L I N E AVA I L A B L E
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CHICAGO
BOOK EXPO

Sunday, November 13, 2016 o Noon-5pm
Columbia College o 1104 S. Wabash
Free Admission
chicagobookexpo.org o chicagobookexpo@gmail.com

A free celebration of Chicago’s literary community, co-sponsored by Columbia College’s Creative Writing
Department, features 70 exhibitors selling books from local presses and literary organizations, along with 20
programs, and Myth-Ink’s “So You Want To Be An Author” professional development workshops and private
pitch sessions with agents (registration and details at mythinkccc.tumblr.com). Plus, enjoy free refreshments!

Schedule of Events
Film Row Auditorium
12
pm

1
pm

2
pm

3
pm

4
pm

Room 837

Room 835-836

8th Floor Foyer

A Tribute to Roger
Ebert, the Writer

Justice and Injustice in
Chicago

Point Blank Poetry
Reading

Common Submission
Errors

Chaz Ebert and friends read
from Roger’s best work

Alison Flowers (Exoneree
Diaries) and Terry Hake
(Operation Greylord)

Columbia College students
read their work

Michael Damian Thomas and
Geoff Hyatt talk about what
gets submissions rejected

Chicago Music

CHIPRC’s Wasted
Poetry and Protest
Pages Writing Program Angela Jackson and Eve
Presents Rut Bust
Ewing discuss the poetry of

Jim DeRogatis, James Krakow (Secret History), Sally
Timms (The Mekons), and Michael Dugan (Empty Bottle)

Practice Your Novel
Pitch

A NaNoWriMo creativity
workshop for novel writers

protest movements

Alex Weiss hears quick novel
pitches (advance registration
at mythinkccc.tumblr.com)

Literary Translation

The Chicago Novel

Creating a Career

Bill Ayers discusses his book
with James Thindwa

RoseAnna Mueller, Kolin
Jordan, and Rey Andújar
talk about the challenges of
translating poems and novels

Gina Frangello (Every Kind
of Wanting), Gint Aras (The
Fugue), and Shawn Shiflett
(Hey, Liberal!)

Jody Lynn Nye, Lisa Rodgers, Keith Kappel, and Jay
Bonansinga give advice on
how to break into the field

RHINO Poetry Reading

Chicago History
Amanda Seligman (Block
by Block), Dominic Pacyga
(Slaughterhouse), & Joe Gustaitis (Chicago Transformed)

Emerging Chicago
Mystery Writers

The One Page Test

RHINO Reads! in Chicago
#RHINO40Readings40Cities

Our Voices:
Encouraging Diversity

High and Dry: Chicago,
Beyond the Lines:
Re-Imagining the Book from Saloons to Sobriety

Demand the Impossible!
A Radical Manifesto

American Library Association
project for getting diverse
voices in publishing

Marnie Galloway, Scott
Roberts, and Kelcey Parker
Ervick

Cheryl Honigford, Renee
James, Kate Hannigan, and
Michelle Cox

Bill Savage (The Old Time
Saloon) and Neil Steinberg
(Out of the Wreck I Rise)

Richard Thomas and Tina
Jens give feedback on the
first page of stories

Breakout Tables
Topics: Comics, TV Writing, Game Writing, Novels,
Game Design, Magazine
Editing, Horror, SF, Fantasy
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Unofficial student Democrat
group begins work
» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER
ALTHOUGH THE NEW Columbia College Democrats student organization will not be officially recognized by the Student Organization
Council until January, it is actively
preparing for Election Day.

Nick Shinners, a sophomore
television major who started the
group in October, said members
have volunteered for phone bank
work and door-to-door canvassing
in Iowa City for Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton.
This year’s election cycle
inspired Shinners to start

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
Sophomore television major Nick Shinners said he started the Columbia College
Democrats organization in October to encourage student involvement in politics.

a political party group at
Columbia, which he said is a
chapter of the national College
Democrats organization.
“The main goal is to get students
actively involved in politics and
government from the biggest
to the smallest scale,” Shinners
said. “A lot of the time, the word
‘politics’ is associated with bad
things but ‘government’ isn’t and
shouldn’t be.”
Shinners said he held an information session about the group
Oct. 12. One student who attended
was Alyssa Cinatl, a junior public
relations major.
Cinatl, who plans on becoming
an executive board member for
the group, said she joined to further her goal of becoming a press
secretary after graduation.
“Other people who take an
interest in [politics] can have an
outlet, since we don’t have a political science major,” Cinatl said.
Greg Foster-Rice, an associate professor in the Photography
Department and faculty adviser
for the group, said he was

interested in the position because
of his own experience doing campaign work for Clinton.
Shinners said he talked to
other college Democrat groups
at nearby institutions to secure
help for starting Columbia’s
chapter. Chapters at local colleges
include Loyola University, DePaul
University and the University of
Chicago, according to the National
College Democrats website.
Foster-Rice said to his knowledge, there have not previously
been any political party groups
at Columbia .
“This is the first time since I’ve
been at Columbia that I’ve seen
formation of a student organization and the kind of advertising
and level of involvement around a
political party,” Foster-Rice said.
Shinners said after Election
Day on Nov. 8, the group plans
on doing work for local elections.
He said the group has already
done phone bank work for Brad
Schneider, a U.S. Representative
candidate of the 10th congressional district. The group also set up

GET TOGETHER

& GATHER UP

EXPERIENCE LIFE
FROM EVERY ANGLE.
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a table in the Loft, 916 S. Wabash
Ave., on Oct. 31 with information
about voting and local candidates.
Foster-Rice said the most
admirable aspect of this group
is how hard it works despite not
being officially recognized.
“In some cases, they’re more
active than officially recognized
organizations. It’s a matter of
them trying to get an awareness
before the election,” Foster-Rice
said. “While they can’t get official
recognition yet, they’re doing the
work right now and growing.”
Shinners said the group of 10
members is currently looking for
more. It is important for students
to be involved in politics because
it is their chance to create change,
he said.
“If you don’t like something,
you have the right to change it,”
Shinners said. “Whether or not
your person wins at the end of the
day, you’re actively participating
in a democratic process, which is
a really neat thing.”
aportalatin@chroniclemail.com

CAMPUS
BUDGET, FROM PAGE 3

$27 million for 2017. Requests for
specifics on the increase were not
answered, as of press time.
Bracey said it is important to
keep the instructional department
expenses steady because this section of the budget involves education—students’ main goal when
enrolling at the college.
“The main reason we come to
[college] is for what goes on in the
classroom,” Bracey said. “We’re
paying for our classes and everything else is secondary, including
the student organizations [and] the
proposed student center.”
Dowsek said the rise in
Institutional Advancement
expenses, which includes alumni
and community events and
Columbia’s marketing costs, could
have been the result of the college’s
rebranding initiative, as reported
Sept. 16 by The Chronicle.
Though not yet in a “full court
press” two months into the fiscal
year, Dowsek said he is confident
the college will save the $2.5 million in expenses needed to meet
projections. He added that school

leaders are identifying various areas
to tighten up costs, which will likely
come from lowering personnel-related expenses as well as other contract and purchase savings.
“We have told the board we’ll
manage this without being specific
about how we’ll manage it,” Dowsek
said. “We’re two months into the
fiscal year. I don’t have any doubt
that we’ll do it. I couldn’t [say] specifically that we’ll do it here or there.
It’ll be a combination of a bunch of
small things.”
To support the college’s operating expenses, which include those
called for in the plan, money has
been allocated from the endowment into the fiscal year budget, as
reported Oct. 10 by The Chronicle.
The college is taking $7 million
from the endowment even though
colleges rarely take more than $5
million, Dowsek said.
Although some funds came from
the endowment, finding additional
funding to funnel into Strategic
Plan initiatives involved working
with the academic administration to determine “non-strategic”
budget items, he said. These costs,

free

which included unused departmental money that carried over, were
easy to determine this fiscal year,
Dowsek said. However, finding
places to cut from in these areas
may be more troublesome in the
future, he added.
“That’s not going to be available
to us on a long-term basis,” Dowsek
said. “Once you do that, you do it,
and it’s done, and it’s not a source

Though schools need to constantly balance finances, particularly during times of change, Kim
said he is confident in the school’s
financial health.
“If my CFO said to me, ‘You can’t
change anything in a positive way
about Columbia this year,’” Kim
said. “Then I would feel like, ‘Okay,
now we have a real problem.’”
Dowsek added that it is the college’s goal to curb any sort of adverse
effects that come with a smaller
Ultimately, you have the amount of resources
budget by prioritizing students.
“People talk about the fact that
you have. You do the best you can in making
they’re working harder, under
more pressure, wishing they had
smart decisions with allocations.
more resources,” Dowsek said. “I
understand it, appreciate it and
RICHARD DOWSEK
respect it. But ultimately, you have
of savings anymore. It’s going to be lion last year, continues from its the amount of resources you have.
harder over the next several years if steep drop from the 2015 fiscal You do the best you can in terms of
enrollment continues to dip.”
year, when it was a $7.7 million.
making smart decisions with alloUnder the college’s revenue pro“We have a lot of work to do to cation. We try to protect student
jections, tuition and fees dropped build up our Development Office experience first before any kind of
from the 2016 fiscal year’s $169.4 and ramp up our fundraising,” administrative experience. That
million to $160.6 million for this Kim said, adding that he is not con- doesn’t mean what we do is 100
year due to the recent 9.4 percent cerned that the figure will impact percent right, but the motivation
enrollment drop.
future projects such as the student is 100 percent right.”
Other notable revenue variances center because that project will
include the college’s Investment not be “fundraised-dependent.”
chronicle@colum.edu

food

Income for Operations, which
increased from $6.4 million in Fiscal
Year 2016 to $10.3 million in 2017.
The revenue projection includes
the money allocated from the college’s endowment, Dowsek said.
The revenue projection of $1.2
million from Gifts, Contracts and
Other Income, which includes
alumni donations, also decreased.
The figure, which was at $1.4 mil-
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Join Student Government Association for a Live Stream of the Election Results!

ELECTION NIGHT 2016

Tuesday, November 8th, 7-11pm
618 S. Michigan Ave. | Stage Two
@columbiasga

@columbiacollegesga

@columbiasga
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CAMPUS
P-FAC, FROM PAGE 4

According to an Oct. 31 statement from college spokeswoman
Anjali Julka, the college “strongly
disagrees with P-Fac’s attempt
to mischaracterize select parts
of a robust, departmental self-assessment written by faculty in the
Fashion Studies Department.”
The statement also said the
self-study report takes a look at
the department’s collegewide priorities, as outlined in the Strategic
Plan, and includes diverse perspectives from full-time faculty.
Vallera said this report reflects
anger toward the contract.
“[Schiff] doesn’t like to follow
the [curriculum review] process,”
Vallera said. “That’s the problem.”
Although the report does not
reflect the entire view of the college
because it was drafted by faculty
in one department, Levine said the
college appears to be defending it.
“The self-study is a conversation
and is not a final document,” the
college’s statement said. “To suggest that it’s one person’s perspective or that the college endorses

such perspectives is deeply inaccurate. Columbia does encourage
more thoughtful and informed
dialogue around diversity. P-Fac
has either misunderstood or willfully distorted the content of the
diversity section in the self-study.”
Jacqueline WayneGuite, the
department’s collection manager
and listed report contributor, said
the Fashion Studies Collection
feedback was her only contribution.
“I had no input [in] any other
component [of ] the report,”
WayneGuite said, adding that
other contributors did not write
about diversity. “Most people
responded specifically to things
that are under their purview.”
Additionally, the statement
recognized that the collective
bargaining agreement is part of
the college’s responsibility when
establishing faculty qualifications
and assessing part-time faculty.
The report states that part-time
faculty members who regularly
teach do not hold an advanced
degree of any sort.
“Many of them have degrees in
areas outside of Fashion Studies;

eight of whom earned their highest
degree at Columbia; and a few have
no degrees at all,” the report said.
Levine added that part-time faculty have limits when continuing
professional development.
“It’s not easy for someone who is
juggling a living as an adjunct often
teaching at multiple institutions
to go back and find a way to get an
advanced degree,” Levine said.
According to the report, parttime faculty mentorship failure
is partly attributed to the adjuncts
being “numbed into complacency
or sparked into truculence by a collective bargaining agreement that
rewards seniority, not excellence.”
Past comments from some
administrators, faculty and staff
about their dislike for the contract
reveal a larger issue, Vallera said.
Now that these issues are documented, she said she hopes the
administration will discuss them.
“I hope now [the administration]
is going to take this seriously and
is going to have a conversation,”
Vallera said.
asalcedo@chroniclemail.com

EMAIL, FROM PAGE 6

“It reiterated and codified a number of issues that have been floating in the air for quite some time
and had been discussed, but to put
it all together was very helpful,”
Cozzens said.
Cozzens said while some faculty have reacted negatively
to the Strategic Plan, he has
not noticed this within the
Design Department.
Carol Lloyd Rozansky, chair of
the Education Department, said
the email responded to questions
and concerns about the Strategic
Plan’s implementation from faculty, students and administrators.
“It can be exciting for some people, it can make us feel a bit anxious
perhaps, and sometimes we can
go back and forth,” Rozansky said.
In a section of the email titled
“Our Strategic Plan Will Work,”
Wearden assured faculty once
more that implementation of the
plan was possible and necessary
for Columbia’s success.
“We have the creative and intellectual talent to do it,” Wearden

said in the email. “But we must
understand why we are doing this
work together; we must believe
in the transformative value of
the work.”
This is the first of several
emails this year to keep faculty
and staff updated on the Strategic
Plan’s implementation, Wearden
said in the email.
“At certain points in the year, I’d
like to be able to say, ‘Since the last
time you heard from me, here are
the things we have accomplished,
here are the things we’ve been
working on,’ so people have a sense
of being engaged in this,” Wearden
told The Chronicle.
Wearden added that he is happy
with how the Strategic Plan’s
implementation is going and with
the faculty’s work.
“The faculty’s working very hard
on this,” Wearden said. “I’m happy
with their willingness to do that
hard work. I really do believe that
we are engaged in something that’s
going to be transformative in very
positive ways for the college.”

76948

aportalatin@chroniclemail.com
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Low fees can mean higher returns for you.
Start now at TIAA.org/results
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RETIREMENT

BUILT TO PERFORM.
CREATED TO SERVE.
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Our assumption of: $100K, with a 6% rate of return, over a 30-year time period, with fees at a constant (.52%), saves an investor $92,523.91 — versus paying fees at the mutual
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Students celebrate Diwali, the festival of lights. » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
» Courtesy LION SHIRDAN

» Courtesy SAM LEIGH

Brandon Calvillo (left) and
Jon Paul Piques (right) are
two of the thousands of
creators to start their internet career on the popular
video-sharing app, Vine.

Twitter cuts Vine—six second-stars mourn
» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
BRANDON CALVILLO WAS a 19-year-old
sandwich artist at Subway when he discovered the new app Vine while listening
to his favorite podcast.
Calvillo was three months into the job
and content with it. But he came home one
night after downloading the app and spent
hours continuously watching the six-second videos, he said.
He was shocked that he was still awake
when dawn broke. He went back to making
subs, but his mind was preoccupied with
comedic video narratives.
“I would always look forward to my break
because I could watch videos of people
being creative and making me laugh in
such a short amount of time,” Calvillo said.
From then on, he began to make videos
on his break and at home with his family.
His brother and mother made frequent
appearances in his videos.
Over the next three years, Calvillo
gained 6.5 million followers and his videos
garnered more than 3 billion replays, or
“loops.” Vine became a cultural phenomenon, and Calvillo was one of the users at
the center of it.
But, in an Oct. 27 post on the story-sharing site Medium.com, Vine’s parent company, Twitter, announced it was shutting
down the app. The videos would still be
available on the website, but no new ones
would be added. Fans of the app expressed
shock on all social media platforms.
“I never expected it to go away,” said
Jonathan Miranda, a 26-year-old Vine fan

who lives in Chicago. “It started so many
new, young careers. It was a key thing that
[is now] going away.”
When Twitter first bought Vine in 2012,
it was unavailable to the public, according
to an Oct. 28 report posted by Rasty Turek,
the founder and CEO of beat.pexe.so, a
data-sharing site that includes trends in
the online community and music industry.
The app reported a decrease from more
than 30 million uploads in the spring of
2013 to 2.1 million in January 2016, according to the same report.
“I don’t think Vine knew what it wanted
to be when it first launched,” Calvillo said.
“It was all the creators that made it this
comedic tool, and I don’t know if Vine was
prepared for all the attention it was going
to get.”
However, many Viners expected the
end and left last year. Shortly after the
announcement, a Business Insider report
claimed big-name Viners had asked for
$1.2 million to create 12 pieces of monthly
original content.
Jon Paul Piques, one of the Viners listed
as calling the meeting with top executives
at Vine and who has 3.1 million Vine followers under the name Piques, said the
number came out of nowhere.
“It was never about ,‘Vine should pay us X
amount of money or we are leaving the app,’”
Piques said. “That is the misconception
that people have right now who think we
held Vine hostage.”
The app’s officials called the meeting
after noticing content had been plummeting, Piques said. Two years after its launch
some of the top influencers would try to

reach people from within the company
because they had glitches on their accounts.
“There was never any attempt from
Vine to bring anyone to their head office,”
Piques said. “There was no communication
between Vine and its influencers.”
As a result, Piques said it led to a lot of
frustration within the Vine community.
Both Piques and Calvillo found out Vine’s
fate like everyone else: through the news.
“I jumped ship early,” said Piques, who
left the app in 2015. “As soon as I saw a
leak, I was gone.”
Piques turned to Instagram and
Facebook for better success. His
Facebook page has 8 million likes, and
he is now one of the sites top-paid
content creators.
Calvillo continued making content for the app until the end despite
spending less time on it than when
he first started out. He posted his
last video on Oct. 30, simply titled
“The End.”
“It was very hard to film and
edit,” Calvillo said. “I almost
cannot watch it anymore
because I cry every time.”
Fans commented on the
four-minute video saying that
while it saddened them, they were
happy he made it. It was almost
like therapy for them and himself,
he added.
Calvillo made money over the course of
his Vine career, but for a kid who always
used comedy as a defense mechanism in
high school, Calvillo said he has been emotionally prepared for Vine to end. He has

recently taken to creating more long-term
work including the films “FML” and “The
Last Job.”
“I always thought of Vine like I think of
most things in life,” Calvillo said. “If something good is happening in your life, you
really need to cherish the moment because
it is going to go away.”
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com

» JAMES TSITIRIDIS/CHRONICLE
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Friday, Nov. 11
THE PRETTY RECKLESS
» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

Shows popular among
millennials wrap final seasons

D

uring the 2016–2017 TV season,
many long-time favorites are
coming to an end, including
some shows that have been around
since I was in middle and high school.
The cast of Freeform's "Pretty Little
Liars" attended the wrap party for the
seventh and final season Oct. 30, and
some shared bittersweet thoughts on the
show's end. Some of the actors even got
tattoos representing their characters.
Shay Mitchell, who plays Emily Fields,
posted a "farewell letter" to YouTube
Nov. 1 in which she tearfully thanked
the fans who have supported the show.
"Our show ending is such a weird,
unique thing that I've only experienced
from where you all are sitting: the
viewer side," Mitchell said, choked up.
While it is true that "Pretty Little Liars"
probably could have ended two melodrama-filled seasons ago, it is still the end of a
show that started in 2010 and maintained
a large following. The last 10 episodes of
the final season start back up in April.
Along with "Pretty Little Liars,"
another Freeform show "Switched at
Birth" will come to an end after a five-season run that started in 2011. "Switched
at Birth" won a Peabody Award in 2012
and has been commended for its portrayal of Deaf characters. The show's
final season will begin in January.
"The Vampire Diaries," a long-running
show that spawned a spin-off series, surprisingly continued after Nina Dobrev—
who played the show's main character
as well as a handful of other supporting
characters—left at the end of the sixth
season, but the eighth and final season
began Oct. 21 and will run until February.
"The Vampire Diaries" began in 2009 as
an adaption of the 1991 book series of the
same name and gained a fanbase that has
won the show an almost excessive number of Teen Choice Awards over the years.
For some shows, like "Pretty Little
Liars" and "The Vampire Diaries," the
end was near, and fans weren't surprised. However, other shows' endings
feel like they came out of nowhere.

House of Blues
329 N. Dearborn Ave.
7 p.m.
$22.50

Wednesday, Nov. 9
FOALS

WILDE

Riviera Theatre
4750 N. Broadway
7:30 p.m.
$30

Elbo Room
2871 N. Lincoln Ave.
10 p.m.
$10 adv, $12 door, 21+

Thursday, Nov. 10

The end of MTV's wildly popular "Teen Wolf" was announced at
the cast's July 21 San Diego ComicCon panel. The show's sixth season,
starting Nov. 15, will be its last.
Though the fifth season of "Teen
Wolf" saw a record-low viewership,
die-hard fans of the show have been
around since the beginning and have
been loud enough to garner it an after
show titled "Wolf Watch," an "after
after show" on MTV's website and a
substantial following on social media.
Much like the other shows that are
ending, "Teen Wolf" inspired friendships, influenced art and even started
careers. Two of the people who run
MTV's various social media accounts
got their jobs from the YouTube videos
they posted during the first few seasons
of "Teen Wolf" remixing popular rap
songs for the show and its characters.
"This has been the biggest movement
that we've ever been a part of," said
Tyler Posey, who plays the show's main
character Scott McCall, at the ComicCon panel. "This isn't just a show, this
is a family—you guys are all part of it."
Shows that people watch as teenagers,
or even earlier, that follow them for years
can be influential and meaningful, and
it can be heartbreaking to see them end.
So, when someone is crying about a series
finale this TV season, just give them a tissue and queue up the pilot for rewatching.
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Friday, Nov. 11

Sunday, Nov. 13

DIIV + MOON KING

THE 1975

Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
8:30 p.m.
$20 adv, $22 door

Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
7 p.m.
$45

FROM THE FRONT ROW

Ryan Key, lead singer of rock
band Yellowcard, performed
at House of Blues, 329 N.
Dearborn St., Nov. 3.

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
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MSI to be ‘Where
the Wild Things Are’
» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
THE MUSEUM OF Science and
Industry may have a fairy castle,
a submarine and a coal mine, but
it will gain its “wildest” exhibit
later this month.
Traveling exhibit “Where the
Wild Things Are: The Work of
Maurice Sendak” will open at the
Museum of Science and Industry,
5700 S. Lake Shore Drive, Nov. 10
and run through Feb. 20, 2017.
The showcase features 50
original works from Sendak, the
acclaimed children’s book author
and illustrator, and has been
curated for the 50th anniversary
celebration of the seminal “Where
the Wild Things Are.” Following
Sendak’s death in 2012, 50 people
who were touched by his life and
works will present the art.

Jeff Buonomo, MSI’s manager
of special exhibitions, acknowledged that a children’s book art
exhibit may seem like a strange fit
for a science museum, but he said
it falls in line with the museum’s
mission statement.
“Hopefully, [people] will [be]
inspired when they see some of
[Sendak’s] work and learn a little
bit more about what inspired him,”
Buonomo said.
Sendak is best known for
“Where the Wild Things Are,”
about a boy named Max who creates his own fantasy world after
throwing a tantrum, only to overcome it and return to reality just
in time for dinner.
The book has proven highly
influential since its 1963 release.
It spawned an animated short film,
opera rendition and live-action
movie adaptation and has sold

» Courtesy MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY

‘Where the Wild Things Are: The Work of Maurice Sendak’ will run from Nov. 10 to
Feb. 20, 2017, at the Museum of Science and Industry, 5700 S. Lake Shore Drive.

more than 19 million copies worldwide, according to the Los Angeles
Times’s review of the 2009 film.
Ciara Sillman, a fan of the book,
said she enjoys the complex nature
of the story that goes beyond
what a typical children’s story
touches on.
Sendak’s work focused on
children’s mastery of negative
emotions such as anger, fear and
jealousy, according to a 1981 New
York Times article.
“As a child, that’s how I felt a lot
of the time,” Sillman said. “I felt
like I was isolated from most of
my peers because I was very smart
and very quiet.”

Tina Jens, an adjunct professor in the Creative Writing
Department, said Sendak was one
of the first children’s book authors
to tackle negative emotions.
“[Sendak] was grumpy—insulting this and insulting that,” Jens
said. “He’s Max. You can see him
in his creation.”
Sendak’s grumpiness stemmed
from his “terrible” childhood, Jens
said. This led him to avoid sugarcoating the truth for kids in his
work, she added.
The art in Sendak’s books is
“above and beyond” that of a typical children’s book, Jens said.
Buonomo echoed this sentiment.

“His attention to detail in
illustrations was remarkable,”
Buonomo said. “He understood
how kids read and what they
appreciated in books, which is
what led him to be so popular still
to this day.”
Visitors will be able to view
“Where the Wild Things Are” on
a screen and zoom in to see the fine
details in the art, and they can also
take a photo in a replica of Max’s
boat set against a night sky from
the book, Buonomo said.
“You’ll feel like you’re in the story,”
he said, describing ambient elements such as background music,
walls mimicking the appearance
of trees and mood lighting.
The exhibit will still appeal to
those who only know Sendak as
the author of “Where the Wild
Things Are,” Buonomo said.
“[‘Where the Wild Things Are’ is
a book] I’ve always gone back to,”
Sillman said. “No matter how old
I get; it’s still relevant, and I find it
to be a beautiful story.”
jsadowski@chroniclemail.com

230 S. Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL
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Online streaming service
to feature black cinema
“There is a need for the type of
channel that serves a niche market,” Webb said. “Black culture is
EVERY MONTH, FILM lovers head
global. Not only is black culture in
to Chicago’s South Side to view America treasured, black culture
rarely seen black cinema with is also cultural currency.”
Chatham filmmaker Floyd Webb.
Webb has worked internationNow, his brain child, an online ally as a consultant in film proTV streaming service, will bring gramming and used his global
instant access to all kinds of black film connections to build content
cinema, more than once a month. for the service. Black filmmakers
Webb’s monthly film series, from France, Cameroon, Senegal,
Black World Cinema, started in Italy, China and the Caribbean
2005 and showcases rare his- will contribute their afrofuturism
torical black cinema followed by films, he said.
a discussion on the highlighted
Other sections include Afrowork. Webb, who has been in the American music, animation and
filmmaking business for more documentaries, such as a politithan 30 years, decided to create cal debate between black author
an online streaming service after James Baldwin and American
patrons and film lovers begged for conservative William F. Buckley
easy-to-find content in one place. in 1965 at Cambridge University.
He officially launched Black World
“A lot of us don’t know that kind
Cinema TV Nov. 6.
of discourse,” Webb said of the
» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

» Courtesy FLOYD WEBB
BWCTV, a new online streaming service, will feature black films such as a music
video by South African band Spoek Mathambo, covering Joy Division’s ‘Control.’

historic debate. “[BWCTV is] trying to create space for that title
of work.”
The streaming service should
not be compared to Netflix or Hulu,
Webb said; however, like Netflix,
BWCTV will be producing original content. Webb said the first
documentary, titled “Loop 22 36,”
will be released in March 2017
focusing on gun possession and
the second amendment in the
black community.
The only difficulty with the
streaming is sustaining the

service independently, Webb said.
The subscription currently costs
$7.99 per month or $65 for one year.
Webb said the service, which had
a soft launch in September, has
attracted more than 200 subscribers and is striving for 3,000.
Mary Morten, a Chicago filmmaker and activist, said the
streaming service is vital for
the black community and will
foster new storytelling techniques. Morten is known for her
award-winning documentary
“Woke Up Black,” which follows

five young black individuals as
they struggle with racial, educational and legal disparities in
Chicago that the black community
often faces.
“It’s very important we tell our
own stories. There is not enough
opportunity to,” Morten said.
“[Black filmmakers] will not only
get exposure, but [BWCTV] will
dramatically increase the material
viewers have access to.”
Karla Fuller, an associate professor in the Cinema Art + Science
Department, said this kind of
media is necessary to correct the
imbalance in the industry. Black
culture has become popular
culture so BWCTV will attract
a diverse audience with varied
interests, she said.
“Thinking that a minority or
subgroup’s work would only be
relevant to that group’s members
limits it,” Fuller said. “The dominant, white media isn’t limited
to white people, so why would the
opposite be true?”
aparrella@chroniclemail.com

Small Drink

+

312-583-910 767 S. STATE ST. CHICAGO, IL 60605

Small Fries

With a purchase of $6 or more
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Podcast festival to spread
culture, art to Chicago
» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
PODCASTING IS GETTING its legs as
a recognized art form, and festivals such as the inaugural Chicago Podcast Festival further that
idea, said Jimmy Carrane, host
of the podcast “Improv Nerd” and
1988 marketing alumnus.
“It’s legitimizing podcasting
even more,” he said. “It’s really fun
to actually meet your fans and see
them as you’re doing a live show.”
For the festival, five local theaters will host 30 different podcasts from around the country
Nov. 17-19.
Jonathan Pitts, executive director of Chicago Improv Productions
who organized the festival, said it
will feature live broadcasts from
podcasts such as “Hello from the
Magic Tavern” and “Bullseye.”

“It seems so clear fans of podcasts like having the opportunity
to go see a live podcast,” Pitts said.
Other podcast festivals have
been hosted around the country,
and it is time for Chicago to have
its own, Pitts said. He added that
the mid-November dates will give
people a fun reprieve from the
drama of the presidential race.
Carrane will produce a five-year
anniversary show featuring fellow
alumnus Scott Adsit of “30 Rock”
Nov. 18 at the Athenaeum Theater,
2936 N. Southport Ave., as part of
the festival.
“Podcasting has become really
popular,” Carrane said. “[I joined
the festival] to be among other podcasters, to be part of a community.”
Chicago’s National Public Radio
station, WBEZ, is sponsoring the
festival. David Berner, an associate
professor in the Radio Department,

The platform can be focused on a
said the radio world has accepted
“Depending upon what kind of
specific
niche that can easily reach stuff you want to go and experipodcasting as another facet of the
industry, much like film and tele- an entire culture, Pitts said. He ence, we have something like that
vision have embraced streaming. added that outsiders who do not at our festival,” Pitts said.
“We live in an on-demand soci- typically listen to podcasts would
jsadowski@chroniclemail.com
ety now,” Berner said. “Radio pro- still enjoy the events.
ducers have embraced podcasting
because it is on-demand radio. It’s
still in its infancy; it’s burgeoning.”
He added that WBEZ has picked
up podcasts as part of its programming before to extend its brand. It
turned the podcast “Filmspotting”
into a radio show, he said.
“Through that example, you can
see how WBEZ is interested in
good content and a way to embrace
that within the big media structure,” Berner said.
Podcasting is unique in that
hosts, through earbuds and headphones, are literally voices in fans’
heads, Pitts said.
“When [fans] have a chance to
go see them do it live, it’s not just
a celebration,” Pitts said. “It’s also
a communal experience because
» Courtesy CHICAGO PODCAST FESTIVAL
here’s all these other people in a
The first Chicago Podcast Festival, Nov. 17-19, will feature 30 podcasts at the Vitroom who are also equally fans tum Theater, Steppenwolf’s 1700 Theater, Schuba’s Tavern, the Promontory and
the Athenaeum.
of the same voices in your head.”

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS

$1 American Beer

$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!

Weds 11/9 - Steam Punk DJ Joe V.

Over 800 Whiskies Available !!!
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~ Chicago’s premier spiritual and Metaphysical
Therapy, consultation, and readings

~ Healing Guinness & meditation
~ Balance your chakras get clarity
on relationships
~ Also available for parties and
events call for appoinments.
Visit us online at
CHICAGOBESTPSYCHIC.COM
$10 off any service with this ad

CHICAGO

Spiritual
Boutique
312-778-2490
30 E Roosevelt Chicago, IL 60605
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album review

» FILE PHOTO
Alicia Keys, who performed Sept. 24 at Chance the Rapper’s Magnificent Coloring
Day Festival at U.S. Cellular Field, released album HERE on Nov. 4.

Alicia Keys’ HERE most
genuine work yet

» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
THE NEW ALICIA Keys is HERE. The
R&B singer is standing tall with
her sixth studio album release,
HERE, which dropped Nov. 4 on
RCA Records. During a four-year
music hiatus and a spot as a judge
on NBC’s “The Voice,” Keys put
her music in a dark corner, but
that corner has become illuminated with a blinding light as
she unlocks a fresh, personal and
powerful, yet simply written story.
HERE combines introspective
lyrics and poetic genius with
leads to transitional, gritty interludes through Keys’ ever-chilling vibrato. It breaks walls into
a rubble of raw, minimally-produced material that takes the New
Yorker back to her R&B roots as
she rebuilds her strong, unapologetic self .
In the socially conscious musical journey, the “Girl on Fire”
singer holds tightly to her black
culture with pride and explores
what it means to be a woman amid

the chaos of societal norms and
self-love. She even cries out to save
Mother Earth in “Kill Your Mama,”
an acoustic ballad.
The album’s two singles,
“Blended Family (What You Do For
Love)” featuring A$AP Rocky and
“Holy War,” knock on a damaged
door of society that is not as easy
to open as it should be. Accepting
people’s faults, spreading genuine love and letting go of hate are
messages that scream across the
empowering range of Keys’ vocals.
Keys is embracing her new self
through 16 songs that reflect her
latest statement: showing off her
fresh-faced, no makeup look and
dissecting her layers as a mother,
wife and role model through her
fierce and clear wordplay—“Work
on It” and “She Don’t Really Care_1
Luv” break it down with perfect,
unedited and honest precision.
In a public letter Keys wrote
published May 31 on Lenny Letter,
a weekly online feminist newsletter, she described her writing
process and why she chose to go
all natural.

“I needed these songs because I
was really feeling those insecurities. I was finally uncovering just
how much I censored myself. Did
I even know HOW to be brutally
honest anymore?” she wrote.
As evident in one of the album’s
songs “When a Girl Can’t Be
Herself,” Keys struggled with
self-esteem and the pressures she
felt, especially being in the entertainment industry. She sings, “In
the morning from the minute that
I wake up / What if I don’t want
to put on all that makeup / Who
says I must conceal what I’m made
of / Maybe all this Maybelline is
covering my self-esteem.”
It is comforting to know celebrities like Keys feel like other
woman under the glass ceiling.
We do not need a pretty woman
like Keys to tell us that being freshfaced is beautiful, but her activist
role in HERE propels the issue to
a wider awareness, and her capability to do so through music is a
gift—unwrapped, this time.
aparrella@chroniclemail.com

$20 TICKETS! USE CODE: COLUMBIA
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Americana
FRI, NOV 11 @ 7:30PM

Photo by Darron Jones.

2016-17 SEASON SPONSORS

American Music Series
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Official Hotel Sponsor

AuditoriumTheatre.org
312.341.2300
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Nos recordamos:
A celebration of life & death

Design by Sarah Impola

Story and photos by Maria Cardona

T

he idea of death is frequently associated with the
fear or sadness that comes with the loss of loved
ones. However, in Mexican culture, it is celebrated
through Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead,
with colorful flowers, sugar skulls and processions. Processions are used as a way to bless and honor those who have
passed away.
The tradition of memorializing the departed dates back
to Aztecs who held festivals for the goddesses of the underworld. In Catholic tradition, it is known as “All Saints Day” or
“All Souls” because, at midnight on Oct. 31, the children who
have passed away are celebrated, and it is believed they are
with their loved ones on Dia de los Inocentes, Day of the Innocent, Nov. 1.
Then, starting Nov. 2, adults who have passed away are
believed to be present during festivities through ofrendas, or altars dedicated to them. Ofrendas include personal items and favorite meals, as well as items representing the four earthly elements—
earth, wind, fire and water.
Mexican communities celebrate Dia de los Muertos, but
it is also a cultural experience shared with other Latinos. For
Carmen Hernandez, a Puerto Rico native living in Chicago, observing the holiday has become a beloved tradition.

“I enjoy everything that the Mexican culture has, [although]
we are very different,” Hernandez said, adding it is her fourth
year celebrating. “I like seeing the kids faces light up [as they]
learn about their cultures.”
Chicago native Michael Doherty celebrated the tradition
for the first time with his wife and stepdaughter, who are Mexican, at Elevarte’s Muertos de la Risa event in Pilsen on Nov. 2.
“It’s a wonderful thing; it takes something that can be
very painful—and I grew up in a non-Hispanic family, so death
was very painful—and turns it into something beautiful,”
Doherty said.
Calaveras, or skulls, and skeletons appear everywhere during
the holiday and the vibrant colors and flowers are used to represent life. Having the calavera face paint and participating in
the ritual can be very rewarding. To Juan Sanchez’s family, who
lost a baby girl at the age of 10 months, participating in the
procession and the holiday represents the life they lived with
her. Celebrating this cultural tradition with their four-year-old
daughter, Katia Sanchez, and telling her about her sister was a
beautiful experience.
“If you remember them, they’ll never die,” Sanchez said.

Siblings Jaden Lopez (left), Krystal Heredia (center) and Desiree Lopez
Jaden
Lopez,
Heredia
and at
Desiree
Lopez, siblings, participated
(right)
participated
in theKrystal
Day of the Dead
annual celebration
Dovark
in inthe
Park
Pilsen, Day
Nov. 2. of the Dead annual celebration at Dovark Park in Pilsen.

mcardona@chroniclemail.com

Feature

Yesenia Estrada performed a traditional Mexican dance with fellow
performers from New Era Dance at Dvorak Park in Pilsen on Nov. 2.

Claudia Alvidrez, a Mexican native and high school teacher in the Back of the Yards
neighborhood, channeled artist Frida Kahlo to celebrate Dia de los Muertos and
educate her students on the influential artist.

During Dia de los Muertos processions, offerings are placed outside homes
to honor those who have passed away. These offerings include the individuals’ favorite food, photographs and items they have left behind.

Norma Lopez said her children have participated in the procession for
several years. As a Mexican woman, representing her culture in full
calavera honors her significant memories of loved ones.
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» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
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CRX shows off its ‘new skin’

turned into The Strokes. I did not realize
until I was unveiling [New Skin] that I did not
have the experience of showing something
new to the world in 15 years.

N

ick Valensi, 35-year-old guitarist
for rock band The Strokes, has
played in the same band since 1998.
Now, Valensi is stepping out on his own for
the first time as the last member of the band
to release a side project.
CRX, led by Valensi, first announced its
debut with a site launch and tweet Aug. 1
before dropping its first single, “Ways to
Fake It,” on Sept. 7. Although its album cover
is lit up with neon colors, New Skin, released
on Oct. 28, features Valensi and fellow band
members Ralph Alexander, Richie Follin,
Darian Zahedi and Jon Safley experimenting with a rocky, heavy metal sound thanks
to producer Josh Homme of Queens of the
Stone Age fame.
Valensi spoke with The Chronicle about
taking on the frontman position, launching his first side project and what fans can
expect when CRX stops at Empty Bottle,
1035 N. Western Ave., Nov. 11.
THE CHRONICLE: How does it feel to
have New Skin available to the public?
NICK VALENSI: I was working on this
album for almost three years, so to have [it]
out is exciting. As soon as it came out, my

Was there a certain sound CRX wanted
to collectively have in the beginning?
I had the [mindset] since day one that I
wanted to put together an album and go and
perform [it]. At first it was very open-ended.
I didn’t know if this was going to be a band or
a solo project. The first couple of tracks I put
together and actually liked were “Unnatural”
and “Monkey Machine.” When I wrote those,
I was really excited because they were so
distinctly different from what I had done in
The Strokes.
» Courtesy SHANNON COSGROVE
CRX, a new rock band led by The Strokes’ Nick Valensi, will perform tracks from its first album New Skin
at Empty Bottle, 1035 N. Western Ave., on Nov. 11.

brain started going into creative mode for
the next batch of songs.

put it back on the bookshelf, and you are done
with it and can read another book.

Did fans’ reactions to the album encour- What is it like launching a side project
outside of The Strokes?
age that “creative mode?”
I
have not released a project [on my own] since
No, it is just finally being able to put it down
I
started a band in high school with Julian
and say, “I’m done.” It is like when you finish
[Casablancas]
and Fabrizio [Moretti] that
the last page of a book and it is satisfying. You

How have The Strokes’ fans reacted
to your new band?
I have some built-in Strokes fans who are
going to follow me down the CRX road no
matter what. I’m so grateful, but I want this to
be more than just that. I am looking forward
to being introduced to people who are not
just Strokes fans and could be fans of CRX.
Read the full interview at ColumbiaChronicle.com .
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com

Victory is ours...
» LAUREN KOSTIUK

» GRETCHEN STERBA

“Don’t Hurt Yourself” Beyonce ft. Jack White

“We Are The Champions”

“Slow Ride”

“Power”

“F.N.T.”
“Surfin’”
“Stronger”

» JONATHON SADOWSKI

DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

Foghat

Queen
Kanye West

“Bring Em Out”

T.I.

Kid Cudi

“Lose Yourself”

Eminem
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“Alright”

» TAYLOR MORRIS

ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

Semisonic

Kanye West

Staff Playlist

Kendrick Lamar

“Victorious”
“King of the World”
“Hail To The King”
“X Gon’ Give It To Ya”
“Black Skinhead”

METRO REPORTER

Panic! At The Disco

“Final Countdown”

Europe

Weezer

“Working For It”

ZHU

Avenged Senfold

“All The Way Up”

Fat Joe

DMX
Kanye West

“Who Gon’ Stop Me”
“Pump It”

Jay Z
Black Eyed Peas
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Brand new apartments
coming summer 2017!

Grand Opening

NOV. 10th
4Pm-7pm at the
scout waterhouse + Kitchen

1301 S Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL 60605
Unlimited Appetizers, Raffles & Door Prizes

you could Win:
Ipad Air | Apple Watch | Ipad | Southwest gift card

Bulls vs. Cavilers tickets | Starbucks and Chipotle gift cards!

Early Bird WaivEd FEE’s spEcial
WhEn you sign a lEasE! a savings oF $450
*Limited to the first 10 leases. Must sign a lease within 24 hours of event.
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meOUT

CHECK
» PHOTOS MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE

WHAT WOULD YOU WEAR TO
WATCH THE CUBS WIN IN 1908?

Jade Kelly
junior creative writing major

“A large moustache, suspenders
and shirt sleeves. ”

Bingyu Yang
sophomore business &
entrepreneurship major
“Maybe a Cubs [hat] or anything
related to Cubs [gear].”

Omotine Imogie
senior graphic design major
“A blue letter jacket and leather
pants.”

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

The Infinite is located one block from the
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in
the heart of downtown Chicago.
Students will have the convenience of
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters)
and have multiple mass transit lines
at their fingertips.

Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
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SURROUND YOURSELF
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details

For students looking for student apartments near
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University,
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a
prime spot for college commuters.

Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com

Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink,
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s
local shops and social activities.

37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331

SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com

Check out the new virtual tour here:
https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/.
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire
about tour information.
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Not All Gyros Wear Capes
» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

Ingredients

usually associated with Greek cuisine,
but pita bread sandwiches
take me back to summers
spent with my family in
Serbia. Now that I am vegan,
I can no longer indulge in the
meat and tzatziki, a seasoned
THIS RECIPE IS

RECIPE

yogurt sauce, that is part of
this recipe, so I decided to
“veganize” it. This recipe is a
really easy snack, but you can
quickly make more to share
with all your friends.

Gyros:
-2 pieces pita bread
-1 cup lettuce
-1/2 cup tomato, diced
-1/2 cup onion, sliced
-1/2 cup cucumber, diced
-1 cup seitan, sliced

abreck@chroniclemail.com

Directions
Tzatziki:
-1 cup vegan yogurt
-1/4 cucumber, shredded
-1 teaspoon garlic powder
-1 tablespoon fresh dill
-1 tablespoon fresh parsley
-salt and pepper for taste

1. Mix tzatziki ingredients
in a small bowl
2. Cut open pita and fill with
lettuce, tomato, onion, cucumber and seitan
3. Add tzatziki. To complete
your meal, do as the Serbians do and put french fries
in your sandwich!

» WESLEY HEROLD AND GABRIEL DE LA MORA/CHRONICLE

A cozy ride is only 5 minutes away.

Use code CHRIS551934

for up to $50 in free ride credit.
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top
our staff’s
top 5 picks:

video & blog
reviews

Video: “Epic silver
surfer Halloween
costume NYC!”
Halloween costumes are becoming
more elaborate than ever. Gone are
the days of the standard cowboy
costume, or bloody surgeon. Even
the recent trend of taking popular characters and “zombie-fying”
them has been overdone. This Silver
Surfer costume, however, is gaining
attention, and for good reason! It’s
so creative! You have just under a
year to raise your game.

Blog: “The
Freelance Beat”
The Freelance Beat explores the
triumphs and challenges journalists face when freelancing. It was
created by Chicago-based freelance
journalist, Columbia alumna and
former Chronicle editor Tatiana
Walk-Morris, whose work has appeared in The New York Times,
Vice Magazine, Harvard University’s Nieman Reports and several
other publications.

ARTS & CULTURE

REASONS I
PROCRASTINATE

UNDERRATED
COOL THINGS

DAD MOVES

» MARISA MACKOWIAK
MARKETING CONSULTANT

» NOAH KELLY
MARKETING CONSULTANT

» CHARLIE CONNELLY
AD & BUSINESS MANAGER

Netflix:

Bird Watching:

Using the steering wheel as a drum:

I’m the type of person to plan to watch
only one episode and end up watching
three. I’ll watch an episode before bed and
stay up to 2 a.m. Sometimes, I’ll even cancel
plans to watch a show I’m binging on.

This pastime is good for the mind and
soul when your life is falling apart.

Whether it’s The Who or Katy Perry,
when Dad is behind the wheel, he is
making it known that vigorous thumb
tapping is an art form.

Music:
I am always listening to music, whether
it’s a playlist or just on shuffle. Sometimes during homework, I’ll think of a
certain artist I want to listen to and end
up looking on their page to see if they’re
touring soon. Or, I’ll get too into the music and jam out instead.
Animals:
I’m a commuter, and my family has two
dogs. Of course, one look at my dogs, and
I give them my full attention with possibly a walk or car ride. Once you start
playing with a dog, it is guaranteed
that nothing productive will happen. If
you try to lock them out of your room, it
will only make it worse.
Food:
If I am going out or have to run errands,
I’ll drive past food places and think, “that
sounds good.” I know all of the workers
at the Dunkin by my house, so I’ll get into
conversations with them and lose track
of time.
My phone:
It doesn’t help that some of my assignments require me to be on my phone for
social media. You can find me reposting
about 40 different animal pictures and
videos on Facebook or going through
dozens of Snapchat stories.
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Making Spotify playlists:
As one of the best methods of procrastination, Spotify allows users to assemble
their own personal playlists. You can design a playlist that appeals to your mood
on a particular day. Once complete, you
can “make it public” and share it with
friends and followers, or you can just
keep it all to yourself.
Not posting “Happy Birthday” on
Facebook:
Telling someone “happy birthday” is a
sweet gesture. It means a lot to friends
and family when you acknowledge
their special day, but sometimes people
like something personal rather than a
Facebook post. Next time you see it’s a
friend’s birthday, don’t just post “HB” on
their FB. Maybe give them a ring or even
a text. That little gesture could mean a
lot more than a social media post.
Not liking every show Netflix
releases:
We all have that friend who’s always upto-date on the latest news concerning
Netflix. Ever since it began releasing its
own content, users can’t stop obsessing
over “Netflix Originals.” I mean, respect
to Netflix and what they have been able
to do over the past decade, but let’s be
honest here, not every Netflix original is
a “House of Cards.”
Reading:
Turns out my mom was right...

Thinking they “still got it” in sports:
This occurs when you and your cousins are playing a game of horse. Dad
sets his drink down, asks to take one
ridiculous shot, and of course, he
makes it. Slowly, as he walks away, he
yells victoriously: “Ah, kids, dad’s still
got it!”
Typing on a smartphone with
one finger:
It may be when he’s asking how to access his HBO GO, sending an email
or trying to place an Amazon order.
Whatever the scenario, Dad has his
reading glasses on his nose and is typing with one finger. You know why?
Because two thumbs would be far
too easy.
30-minute conversations about
lawn care:
Children are considered a father’s
pride and joy. However, in comparison
to the pasture in which his mulch was
acquired, they take a backseat. Tell
Dad his grass isn’t green, and you will
regret you did.
Ignoring expiration dates :
To a majority of fathers, “Best by”
labels simply don’t apply. It can
be 3 -day-old milk or 3-week-old casserole, but Dad knows there’s only
one way to find out if it’s still edible.
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RANDOM

UBER’S APP
UPDATE

‘ELLEN DEGENERES’
HAUNTED HOUSE’

BEBE REXHA’S ‘I
GOT YOU’

» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER

» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

» ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER

The ride-sharing app announced a revamp that makes picking destinations
easier. Uber’s new “where to” will let
people choose their destination first before their pick up location. It will also
add suggested routes based on the rider’s
habits. It won’t be long until Lyft supersedes Uber with a similar addition, but
for now, it isn’t enough to make me use
the app. I’m sticking with pink.

Ellen DeGeneres continued her tradition
of scaring her executive producer, Andy
Lassner, by sending him to two different
haunted houses during the Oct. 28 and
Oct. 31 shows. He first attended a haunted
house with his assistant, Jacqueline, and
then with singer Ariana Grande as they
weaved their way through zombies and
objects popping out of the wall. Somehow
Andy always makes it hilarious.

Bebe Rexha’s new single “I Got You” is
similar in progression and style to her
older songs, but the content of the lyrics is completely different. The track,
released Oct. 28, is about supporting
someone in a relationship, not a “screw
you” power anthem. Rexha is still an artist to watch, and hopefully she will bring
back the hits with her debut LP set to release January 2017.

The decision to recently become
meat-free was 100 percent to support animal rights, and the hypocrisy
of mankind deciding to eat only one
group of animals while domesticating others. I do not feel weak or have
cravings. Everyone could benefit
from this. So the next time you are
wanting a cheeseburger, it may help
to imagine it is your childhood dog.

APP

SCREEN

BECOMING A
VEGETARIAN

RANDOM

MUSIC

CHICAGO’S RAT
POPULATION

WORKFROM APP

‘BEFORE THE
FLOOD’

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

» AMELIA GARZA
CAMPUS REPORTER

» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

» COURTNEY WOLFE
METRO REPORTER

The app, released Oct. 23, is designed
to find users a space to work when they
need it. As someone who doesn’t travel out of the city often, finding a place
to work is easy: my house or the office.
But for other people who travel, it can
be hard to find a spot with good Wifi or
coffee. However, the app’s overall idea
is redundant. It might be worth a shot
to download, but users can survive with
Google Maps if it’s not their style.

Although many politicians claim climate change is a hoax, “Before the
Flood,” which premiered Oct. 30 on
the National Geographic channel and
YouTube, opens viewers’ eyes to the
environment’s critical catastrophes
happening around the world. The documentary follows actor and activist
Leonardo DiCaprio as he discusses
the effects of climate change and what
needs to be done to protect the planet.

Queen Bey connected with her Texas
roots as she performed “Daddy Lessons”
during the 50th anniversary of the Country Music Awards on Nov. 2. As she serenaded the crowd about the warnings her
father taught her, the classic girl group
accompanied her with vocals and instruments that gave the song energy. While I
am not typically a country fan, Beyoncé
managed to make the genre her own without losing her soulful, R&B sound.

I thought I knew how gross rats were
before I came to Chicago—it turns
out I had no idea. They are terrible,
huge monsters that can be found
scurrying around on every sidewalk
and alley, even running out right in
front of peoples’ feet. Who knows,
the whole city could be run by rats.
Maybe Mayor Rahm Emanuel is
even controlled by a rat—Ratatouille
style, of course.

BEYONCÉ AND DIXIE
CHICKS PERFORM
‘DADDY LESSONS’
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Presidential Endorsement:

W

ith 94 percent of staff in
agreement, The Chronicle is
proud to endorse Democratic
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton
for the next president of the United
States. The remaining 6 percent
chose not to endorse any candidate.
Endorsements and their effectiveness
have caused controversy throughout the
election. Notably, The Chicago Tribune
endorsed Libertarian candidate Gary
Johnson Sept. 30, causing outrage among
many voters. A Denver Post poll from
Sept. 30 showed that 75.29 percent of
those polled said endorsements did
not affect their vote. Endorsements
may not swing an election, but The
Chronicle’s endorsement allows us
to express our support for Clinton.
Mostly, it is an appeal to those who are
undecided or have decided not to vote.
As a college newspaper, The Chronicle
is aware that its audience is the group
most affected by this election. Columbia
students and millennials across the
country will have to live with decisions the next president makes for
the majority of their adult lives.
This election is different from any in
U.S. history and could be a milestone with
the election of the first female president.
More than in any previous election, the
2016 candidates have attacked each
other, and misinformation has run
rampant in a manner quite unlike when
Obama was running for office in 2008
and 2012—the elections that come to
mind for most millennials. Although this
election may not excite young voters in
the same way, it is hard to accept peers
wanting to desert the democratic system.
Some voters may still be discouraged
by Bernie Sanders’ loss to Clinton in the
primary. Sanders’ campaign brought
many young people to the table and made
them interested in politics, but his loss
also gave rise to the “Bernie or Bust”
movement, a group of people uninterested
in any candidate other than Sanders.
Many of those who have been frustrated by the system say they do not want
to have to choose between “the lesser
of two evils”—Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump and Clinton.
The problem with that mindset is that,
in reality, making the decision to not

vote is also a choice that will impact
the election. If someone does not vote
for Clinton and thinks their future will
be fine, they have a certain amount of
privilege many voters cannot afford.
While Clinton has been criticized
by some for her extensive involvement
in the political system, that should be
considered a strength. As first lady, she
did not take her role lightly, and among
other accomplishments, she chaired
the Task Force on National Health Care
Reform and advocated for single-payer
healthcare. As a senator, she served on
five senate committees throughout her
two terms, which allowed her to understand the scope of issues within the U.S.
As secretary of state, she was involved in
the global community from conflicts like
the Arab Spring to bringing social justice issues, like LGBT rights, to the U.N.
While Clinton also made decisions that
could be viewed as mistakes during her
political career, it is incontestable that
she has more than enough experience to
fulfill the expectations of the Oval Office.
Building an “impenetrable physical
wall” between the U.S. and Mexico,
ending sanctuary cities, repeal-

advantage—is a privilege. Voters who
think they are not directly affected by
Trump’s rhetoric do not feel motivated to
do anything to prevent his presidency.
Many Trump supporters think the U.S.
needs to be run like a business. However,
if Trump is a businessman and his company is the U.S., how much can we expect
a businessman to care about his employees? How much would he be willing to cut
from benefits or salaries to make a profit?
Along with domestic concerns facing
the next president is the international
image of the country. The president
of the U.S. is known as the leader of
the free world, and Clinton would be
able to represent the American people
and values; whereas, Trump would
only harm this country’s reputation.
Additionally, throughout this campaign,
Trump has held Clinton accountable for
her husband’s record. Although they are
married and Clinton was involved as first
lady, Clinton should have the opportunity
to be her own person and should not be
held responsible for his failures in office.
The Chronicle acknowledges that,
if Clinton is elected, she still has
many responsibilities to fulfill outside

While Clinton has been criticized by some for
her extensive involvement in the political
system, that should be considered a strength.
ing Obamacare and establishing a
Commission on Radical Islam are all
policies listed on Trump’s website that
would negatively impact already disenfranchised groups. On many issues,
Trump does not even have a policy
prepared, and there is no way to know
what he would or would not support.
Outside his official platform, Trump
has also perpetuated dangerous rhetoric about women, Muslims, Hispanics
and Latinos, immigrants, and black
people throughout the campaign.
Being able to ignore all of that and
cast a vote for a third party or not vote
at all—both of which would likely take
votes from Clinton and increase Trump’s
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her platform’s promises. She is not
everyone’s first choice for president,
but many will vote for her anyway.
Although she ranks high in polls of
minority voters, a Sept. 4 New York
Times article and a Nov. 3 Atlantic
article discussed how young black
and Latino voters are skeptical of her
support for minority groups. In general,
she has been more of a follower than
a trailblazer of social justice causes.

H

» JAMES TSITIRIDIS/CHRONICLE

Clinton can actually make America great

If elected, Clinton must be a president
for all Americans, but she is duty bound
not to forget the minority voters who were
reluctant to support her, but voted for her
despite that. She owes them a presidency
accountable to the plans she has promised and one that continues moving the
U.S. forward when it comes to inequality.
Both Trump and Clinton have faced
scandals and backlash throughout the
election cycle. Clinton’s private email
server has been brought up by the FBI
the week before the election, and women
have continued to come forward with
claims Trump sexually assaulted them.
At the end of the day, a candidate’s
ability to serve as president is the most
important qualification. In that respect,
Clinton has the upper hand with her
established public policy experience.
Clinton could be an ineffective president; it is possible that she may have
to work with a Republican-dominated
Congress and will not accomplish all of
her goals. But the U.S. has recovered from
bad presidents before. The U.S. has withstood war, economic crisis, social change
and even civil war and made it out to the
other side. There is a legitimate chance
the U.S. would not survive a Trump
presidency. Trump has awakened values
in this country that will not die after
the election, but his presidency would
give those attitudes space to grow and
infect every part of this nation forever.

Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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Study’s halt
affects more
than just men
» megan bennett
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

student poll

Where were you
when the Cubs won
the World Series?

n an attempt to create male birth
control, monogamous, heterosexual
men from around the world ages 18
to 45 began participating in studies in
September 2008 to see if a contraceptive
shot could temporarily lower their sperm
counts, according to a Nov. 1 CNN article.
Despite a 96 percent success rate,
according to the CNN article, the Oct. 27
study published by Journal of Clinical
Endocrinology and Metabolism and
co-sponsored by the U.N. was cut short
in 2011. Several men left the study close
to that time after suffering from adverse
side effects. The CNN article stated
that more than 1,000 side effects were
reported, including mood swings and
depression, as well as acne and pain
where the participants received the shot.
These side effects were likely a contributing reason to an external review
board recommending the study’s termination because other side effects, such
as slowly regaining of sperm function,
weren’t known for at least a year later.
However, the researchers said
almost 40 percent of these effects were
unrelated to the testosterone-lowering shots, according to the article.
The side effects mentioned likely come
as no surprise to women who rely on
“I don’t have cable, so my roommates
and I were waiting to hear screaming
outside to see if [the Cubs] won.”

‘Plus-size’ label
should be a
fashion don’t
» courtney wolfe
METRO REPORTER

alex lee

junior audio arts &
acoustics major

molly anzalone

senior business & entrepreneurship major

T
commentary

contraceptives for safe sex and other
health needs—women who probably
have no sympathy for men who quit.
The study’s halt comes on the heels of a
Sept. 28 Danish study from the Journal
of the American Medical Association
Psychiatry that found a link between
hormonal contraceptives and “mood
disturbances” in women. The study
also admitted that scientists have not
properly addressed women’s issues
with contraception side effects.
According to a 2014 report from
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, approximately 62 percent of American women—almost 38
million—ages 15–44 were using some
kind of contraception between 2011
and 2013. Of the women using hormonal birth control, 16 percent used
birth control pills, while 7.2 percent
used methods such as intrauterine
devices, and 4.4 percent used DepoProvera shots. Condoms were also a
commonly used contraceptive, but they
are also proven to be less effective.
Unfortunately, most women do not get
to opt out of their birth control options
like the men in the multi-year study. To
receive the most effective pregnancy
prevention, there is not another option.

he conversation about plussize models and clothing
has started to shift in the
past few years with changes in
how the term “plus size” is used.
According to the Wall Street Journal,
the term “plus size” was first used in
1922 in Lane Bryant advertisements.
It was applied to women in a 1953 ad
for the Korell brand and first used
to describe models in the late ‘70s.
However, people are now growing
frustrated with the term. Khloé
Kardashian launched her denim line
Good American Oct. 18, which carries
sizes 0–24, and she refuses to label it
“plus size.” “Saturday Night Live’s” Oct.
15 episode included a skit, titled “Chonk,”
pointing out how ridiculous marketing
for plus-size clothing is. Even Tim
Gunn, known and loved for “making it
work” on “Project Runway,” talked to
PBS Newshour Oct. 28 about the fashion industry’s need to be more inclusive.

The halt of the male study means the
responsibility of pregnancy prevention
and safe sex will continue to fall primarily on the female, but also that health
risks raise more red flags from researchers, doctors and users when they’re male
health risks. In the meantime, women
have been putting up with the same side
effects since the creation of modern-day
contraception, and the same courtesy
has not been adequately extended.
For several reasons, it is a shame
that the men dropped out and the
study may have been terminated
solely because of adverse effects.
Though it took some participants
several months to recover fertility, and
one person reported infertility four
years after his last injection, according
to the study—and that does require
additional study—the process will
unfortunately again slow the development of equity in contraception and
male responsibility while women suffer
without proper acknowledgment.
In order to show equality and fairness,
both male and female hormonal birth
control should be reevaluated and revised
to prevent health risks for either sex.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

“I watched the end of the game. Then
I looked out my window and people
were shooting off fireworks.”
nick fox

“I was at my apartment watching the
game with my friend.”

senior business & entrepreneurship major

Overshadowing this influx of body
thinner than the average American
diversity and positivity is the fashion
“plus-size.” While it is incredibly beneindustry’s idea of what “plus size” is.
ficial to have images of average-sized
According to Cosmopolitan Magazine,
women in the media, calling them “plus
any model a size eight or higher is
size” could detract from these benefits.
considered “plus size.” Meanwhile,
The fashion industry needs a
most plus-size clothing lines, like Lane
makeover when it comes to sizing.
Bryant, start at size 14, and the average
Clothing should not need a special
American woman is a Misses size 16–18, label. A size zero and size 18 should
according to an Aug. 5 study published
be just that—no slim or plus about it.
in the International Journal of Fashion
To model these clothes, the industry
Design, Technology and Education.
needs women of all sizes and ethnicWhy is our society trained to see
ities. There should be no talk about
the average-sized woman as “plus,”
how brave they are, as if them simply
as if she is more than she should
being themselves is this outrageous
be? If the majority of women are
thing most should be ashamed of.
sizes 16–18, then why do so many
While some may find the label “plus
stores not even carry these sizes?
size” empowering, many others feel it
Not even children are spared from
to be shaming or exclusionary. Women
harsh labeling. Brands such as Old
of all sizes should feel comfortable
Navy and Gap have “husky” sizes for
and normal being themselves and
larger boys and “plus” sizes for girls.
wearing what they want to wear.
Also damaging to young girls, and
even grown women, is calling women
cwolfe@chroniclemail.com
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City officials leave before citizens raise concerns over 2017 budget. » page 35

Cubs make history
after 108 years

Approximately 5 million Chicago Cubs fans took
over the South Loop Nov. 4 during the team’s
victory parade.

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

CUBS, FROM FRONT

From the Chicago Cubs being tied with
the Cleveland Indians with a score of 6-6
in the 9th inning and the rain delay in the
beginning of the 10th.
Though the final game was played at the
Indians’ Progressive Field, it did not stop
Cubs fans, like Cameron and Atkins, from
coming together to cheer on their home team
in Wrigleyville.
Fans packed in shoulder to shoulder in
front of Wrigley Field and surrounding
neighborhoods, chanting the team anthem,
“Go! Cubs! Go!” Those who were not watching the game in bars stood outside of them
to watch from the sidewalk or watched in
nearby houses and outside local businesses
holding up flags, “flying the ‘W.’” Trains passing through the Addison Red Line stop also
played the game over their speakers for
daily commuters.
The Cubs phenomenon was not just limited
to city residents. Fred Maratos, a 46-year-old
from Brantford, Ontario, and Brad Tomalty,
a 37-year-old from Montreal, traveled from
Canada to Chicago for a weeklong business
trip and could not pass up the opportunity to
watch the game and experience the electric
crowds in Wrigleyville.
“We thought, ‘This could be history, so we
need to get down there.’” Maratos said.
Tomalty came to Chicago in August and
toured Wrigley Field, which piqued his interest in the Cubs ever since, he explained with
a grin on his face.
“I’ve been watching them progress throughout the year, and now that I am in town
and it’s Game seven, I felt like I had to go,”
Tomalty said eagerly.

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE

Indians fan and Ohio native Emma
Ballish, 18, came to Wrigleyville to cheer
on her hometown team. Originally from
Madison, Ohio, she said she felt the need
to cheer on the Indians, but the Cubs fans
were convincing her to switch sides.
“The Cubs fans just make me want to be
a Cubs fan, but I love the Indians because
they’re from my hometown,” she said. “I love
Chicago. It’s Chicago’s turn.”
After the long-awaited victory for the Cubs,
fans barricaded the streets and paraded
towards Wrigley Field for a night-long
celebration. Fans lingered in the streets
of Wrigleyville until the early hours of
Thursday morning.
Some fans climbed the Addison Street
traffic light, while others took turns chugging beers and climbing on top of cars.
Wrigleyville residents hung out of the windows of their homes lighting sparklers and
fireworks and blasted the Cubs song. Chicago
Police officers kept fans under control by
blocking off streets and monitoring carefully,but allowed the celebration to continue.
Approximately $5 million fans also continued their celebration at the Nov. 4 parade
that took the team from Wrigley Field down
Michigan Avenue, ending in Grant Park for
an additional celebration of the victory.
Avelino Cortez of Rogers Park said he has
been a Cubs fan his entire life. As he watched
the victory unfold through the window of a
business in Wrigleyville, Cortez, 52, said it
was an unforgettable moment.
“We’ve been waiting for this for so long,” he
said “and just being here, being part of history
is the most amazing thing.”
tmorris@chroniclemail.com

» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Cubs fans “flew the ‘W’” down Addison Street
following the team’s Nov. 2 win.
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Democracy must prevail in DRC
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.N. human rights experts calling
for an end to the ban on political
protests in Kinshasa in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, but DRC
police have continued to enforce the
ban by strengthening their presence
to deter any unauthorized political
activity or groups, according to a Nov.
3 article from AfricaNews.com.
Citizens have been holding political
protests in the DRC since late September
after concerns about the possibility
that the upcoming presidential election,
scheduled for Nov. 27, would be delayed
until 2018. Since protests began, at least
48 people affiliated with the protests
have been “shot, burned, stabbed and
beat to death,” according to an Oct. 21
Washington Post article.
Fears that protesters had in September
are coming true since the government
announced the presidential election has
been postponed to April 2018, and DRC
President Joseph Kabila will presumably
remain in office until then, according to
an Oct. 16 Al Jazeera article.
The government said holding the election posed a financial problem and then
said there were logistical issues with the
electoral register, according to the Al
Jazeera article.
These are not reasonable excuses for
the government to postpone an election,
but if this is what is preventing the election from taking place, the U.N. should
consider stepping in with facilitation or
funding to ensure the elections are held.
The Congolese people are begging for the
democratic process to prevail and are
literally being shot down.
The people in the DRC have been
banned from protesting this blatant violation of their right to elect political officials,
and the government has even blamed the
protesters for the violence and deaths.
It is important that the Congolese
people can voice their concerns about the
postponement of an election, especially
when Kabila’s favorability is low and the
country is ready for political change.
Kabila constitutionally cannot run for
a third term, but a recent poll done by the
Congo Research Group included him as
an option when asking, “For whom would

you vote if elections are held by the
end of this year?” Only 7.8 percent of
the 7,545 surveyed between May and
September said they would vote for
Kabila again.
People must be able to make their
grievances known during a time of
political unrest, and the government
should have an obligation to listen to
them and take them into consideration.
“Given that the country is in a hotly
disputed election period, people
should be given more space, not less,
to express their democratic freedoms,”
said a Nov. 3 statement from U.N.
human rights experts.
The Congolese government has
greatly failed its citizens in this regard.
The space available for democratic
freedoms is shrinking rapidly.
It is hard to determine which is
worse: the violence, the oppression of
the Congolese people or the prevention
of the democratic process. In all scenarios, the citizens' rights are violated
and their voices silenced.
There is obvious dissatisfaction
with Kabila and his presidency. Even
if people adored him, constitutionally
he cannot run for a third term. Illegally
keeping himself in office through a
postponement of the election only
increases the unrest and instability in
the country, and if Kabila really had
the best interests of the DRC in mind,
he would step down and allow for the
first peaceful transition of power in
DRC history.
abreck@chroniclemail.com
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Residents, commuters
talk Red Line extension
» FRITA BEAUCHAMP
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
SOUTH SIDE RESIDENTS have
expressed concerns about how
the Chicago Transit Authority’s
Red Line expansion will affect
their homes and businesses, as
the multi-billion-dollar project
extends the line several miles
further south.
Residents and Red Line users
both attended a Nov. 1 public hearing to discuss the expansion at St.
John Missionary Baptist Church,
211 E. 115th St., which was advertised widely on Red Line train
cars. It focused on the required
Environmental Impact Statement
currently in draft that describes
how the project will affect the area
around potential project zones.
The RLE Project is expected to
cost approximately $2.3 billion
and will extend 5.3 miles from its

current terminus at 95th Street
and the Dan Ryan Expressway
to 130th Street, according to the
CTA website. Four new stations
will be built on 103rd Street, 111th
Street, Michigan Avenue and
130th Street.
In 2017, the CTA will begin the
final stage of the Environmental
Impact Statement process by
conducting initial engineering
and analysis of the area as well as
additional outreach, which could
take another two years. Once that
is finished, the CTA will ask the
Federal Transit Administration
for an expected 49 percent contribution to the RLE project and will
investigate other options to pay for
the remaining 51 percent.
Leah Mooney, CTA’s Director of
Strategic Planning and Policy, said

she hopes the state will provide the
needed funding.
The [RLE] project will start “as
early as 2022, and [will be] finally
completed in 2026,” said CTA
spokeswoman Tammy Chase,
“That is the goal.”
Doris White, a North Side resident and hearing attendee who
commutes to the South Side for
church and babysitting, said the
extension is long overdue.
“It would’ve been nice if they had
this project implemented a long
time ago,” White said. “Why do
we have to be the last on the totem
pole to get this project?”
According to multiple CTA
officials at the public hearing,
the two current options for the
RLE’s alignment is on either the

east or west side
of the city’s Union
Pacific Railroad.
The east option
is primarily residential and estimated to cost
$2.26 billion.
The west area
is mostly businesses and is estimated to cost $2.3 billion, according to the EIS draft on the Transit
Chicago website.
In the U.S., any level of government is allowed to take private
property for public purposes
through a legal concept called
eminent domain. The constitution requires property owners to
be fairly compensated.
Aaron Mallory, a South Side
resident who recently purchased
property on the east side of the
UPRR, said he is concerned that
CTA officials have already made
the route decision—one he is not
particularly pleased with.
“It seems that they may pick
the east side because you look
at the number, [and] there’s a lot

more businesses on the west side,”
Mallory said.
Mooney said each option has
its pros and cons, and she has not
heard a final decision.
“The west side has more commercial displacements,” Mooney
said. “But there are issues to consider as well in terms of access to
different neighborhoods.”
Mooney said she heard a lot of
positive feedback and that people
are looking forward to the extension despite some complications
choosing its alignment.
“There will be some pain, but
generally people are really positive
about it,” Mooney continued.
Although Mallory is nervous for
his property to be taken away if the
east option is approved, he said he
still sees multiple benefits of the
RLE Project.
“I don’t want to stagnate it
because I do see the benefits economically, what it will have for the
area,” Mallory said, “I don’t want to
be a barrier for it to be successful.”
chronicle@colum.edu
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Citizens raise concerns
to sparse council
» COURTNEY WOLFE
METRO REPORTER
CITIZENS GOT THE chance to discuss
the 2017 city budget during a Nov.
1 public hearing.
But when the citizens were
finally able to speak, the mayor
and most aldermen had already
left the meeting and never heard
the complaints.
The meeting began at 10 a.m.
at City Hall, 121 N. LaSalle St.
Although the public hearing portion was scheduled to begin at 11
a.m., it did not start until 11:55 a.m.
Laurence Msall, president of the
Civic Federation and sole speaker
in support of the budget, spoke for
more than an hour—far beyond the
three-minute limit.
On Oct. 5, Chicago aldermen
moved to amend the Council’s
Rules of Procedure to enforce a

three-minute limit on citizens,
according to a same-day SunTimes article.
Other speakers expressed frustration with the time and attention given to the single speaker in
support of the budget, including
Mary Williams, vice president of
Friends of the Edgewater Library.
Williams said she came to the
hearing to express concerns she
had over decreased library hours.
The library is now open 48 hours a
week instead of 64 because of the
cuts. No aldermen responded to
her concerns at the hearing.
“It’s rather disconcerting to
come down here, spend the time
and effort to make a public comment, and realize there were 10
aldermen who remained to listen to comments when I spoke,”
Williams said. “I feel disrespected
as a citizen that we were allocated

to the bottom and not many aldermen stuck around to listen to us.”
Aldermen James Cappleman
(46th Ward), Tom Tunney (44th
Ward), Joe Moreno (1st Ward),
Scott Waguespack (32nd Ward),
Brendan Reilly (42nd Ward), Brian
Hopkins (2nd Ward), Pat Dowell
(3rd Ward), Roderick Sawyer
(6th Ward), Michelle Harris (8th
Ward), Anthony Beale (9th Ward),
Patrick Thompson (11th Ward),
Ricardo Munoz (22nd Ward),
Carlos Ramirez-Rosa (35th Ward)
and Harry Osterman (48th Ward)
were not available for comment as

of press time. The aldermen listed
do not reflect who left or stayed at
the hearing.
Andy Thayer, an activist with
Uptown Tent City Organizers
who also expressed frustrations
with the lack of attention speakers
were given, attended to support
Tent City resident Maria Murray,
who discussed the weekly cleanings under the viaducts where the
homeless live.
“People who live under the viaducts are going to be impacted
by this budget,” Murray said to
the council. “We experience an

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Mayor Rahm Emanuel and most city aldermen left City Hall Nov. 1, before citizens
were able to voice their concerns over the city’s 2017 budget during the scheduled
public hearing.

underhanded effort by the city to
drive people like my family out
from under these viaducts.”
Cappleman and Reilly both
responded to Murray during the
hearing and said the council is
working hard to help Chicago’s
homeless population.
Thayer said he was also frustrated by the city refusing to give
$100,000 to a 73-bed Uptown
homeless shelter. Without this
money, the shelter will close before
Christmas this year, he added.
“The spending priorities of the
city are so a-s backward that you
can’t say the right thing isn’t being
done due to lack of funds,” Thayer
said. “There’s plenty of funds.”
The council giving an ally like
the Civic Federation so much time
to speak is a violation of proper city
meeting protocol, Thayer said.
“I sat through the bitter end of
the meeting and many people’s
names were called, but they had
to leave for work,” Thayer said. “It’s
just infuriating.”
cwolfe@chroniclemail.com
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» ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER
AS CONTROL OVER the state comptroller office becomes a partisan
battle, funding allocated to the
campaigns reflects competition
between the “super wealthy” and
“organized labor,” according to
local political experts.
More than $11 million has
flooded the Illinois comptroller
race between Republican incumbent Leslie Munger and Democratic
challenger and current Chicago city
clerk Susana Mendoza, according
to data from the Illinois State Board
of Elections. The funds are an unexpected jump from the 2014 race,
when candidates raised a total of
$1.2 million.
Dick Simpson, a former city
alderman and current political science professor at the University of

Illinois at Chicago, said he thinks
Gov. Bruce Rauner told donors to
direct funds to Munger’s campaign
because Munger can also redirect
the contributions to competitive
state legislative races.
Illinois State Board of Elections
records show Munger’s committee, Citizens for Leslie Munger,
has transferred $3 million to the
Illinois Republican Party, which
can repurpose it. Mendoza’s last
two quarterly reports show nearly
$20,000 in transfers.
The state comptroller’s office is
responsible for maintaining the
state’s accounts including the distribution of vendor payments.
“[A comptroller] can make
decisions that make life easier for
the governor,” said David Yepsen,
former director of the Paul Simon
Public Policy Institute who conducted the organization’s latest
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poll. “Because [they] decide who
gets paid and when.”
Yepsen said the amount of money
in this election is caused by the
“proxy war” between Rauner and
the Illinois Democrats.
According to data from Illinois
State Board of Elections, Munger’s
committee has raised more than
$8.6 million. Kenneth Griffin,
founder and CEO of Citadel and
richest man in Illinois, made two
donations to Munger’s campaign
that total $5 million. The incumbent has also received $1 million
from Rauner’s political committee,
Citizens for Rauner, and $2 million from Richard Uihlein, owner
of Uline, a packing and shipping
corporation that operates across
North America.
Mendoza’s campaign committee, Friends for Susana
Mendoza, has raised more
than $2.4 million, according to
Illinois State Board of Elections
records. The Democratic Party
of Illinois directed $600,000
in total toward her campaign,
with the rest largely from union

SEE COMPTROLLER, PAGE 39

$3 million from Munger
race helps other candidates

» GABRIEL DE LA MORA/CHRONICLE

METRO

patience is key to foreign policy

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
Derek Chollet, former adviser to President Barack Obama, spoke about the
nation’s foreign policy legacy during a Chicago Council on Global Affairs Nov. 3.

» ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER
DESPITE HARSH CRITICISM from
both political rivals and the general public, President Barack
Obama has implemented a longterm foreign policy strategy
through patience and restraint,
according to his former special
adviser Derek Chollet.
The current counselor and senior
adviser for The German Marshall
Fund of the United States spoke
about his new book, “The Long
Game,” at the Chicago Council of
Global Affairs Conference Center,
130 E. Randolph St., Nov. 3. In this
book, Chollet argued that history
will look, as it has for previous presidents, at Obama’s foreign policy
strategy in better light than people
look at it today.
“President Obama has what
academics call a grand strategy,”
Chollet said. “In history’s long
game, the Obama presidency on
foreign policy will be remembered
as an extremely consequential
presidency and one for the better.”

Chollet compared Obama’s
international plans to gardening,
for which one needs to be diligent
and patient in order to see progress.
However, problems develop in selling that approach, he said, given
today’s fast-paced society.
Obama has also faced the consequences of former President George
W. Bush’s economic and military
misjudgments. This proved to be
difficult and is a dilemma the next
president will face because the job
is not complete, Chollet said, adding
that the president has been unjustly
blamed for them.
“[The president] inherited a
situation at home and abroad that
was fundamentally unsustainable,”
Chollet said.
Alexander Wegner, a political
science graduate student at the
University of Chicago who attended
the discussion, said he agreed with
several of Chollet’s positions on
Obama’s leadership.
One part of Obama’s foreign
policy he agreed with was that the
president did not side with Syrian
rebels against President Bashar

al-Assad and did not succumb to
pressure from his political rivals.
“Obama did the right thing by
being careful, by not repeating the
same mistakes the Bush administration has made,” Wegner said.
However, if one looks at the current refugee crisis, they have to
ask if more could have been done,
Wegner said.
Obama is more likely be looked at
as a good president—particularly in
contrast to Bush—Wegner said, and
one who had good intentions and a
plan for the future.
Wegner said a cautious approach
to foreign policy, as Obama has had,
is sound. However, he said there
could be moments in the future
where action is needed, and Hillary
Clinton or Donald Trump will have
to address that.
Evan Goldberg, an international strategist at the
Northwestern University’s
School of Law, said it was interesting to receive an insider’s
perspective on the president’s
international strategies over
the last eight years.

SEE POLICY, PAGE 39
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Illinois’ early voting began Oct. 24 and runs through Nov. 7 to give voters a chance to cast their ballot before the Nov. 8 election day. City residents took the time to register and vote early Nov. 2 at 15 W.
Washington Ave. Suburban residents can register and vote at 69 W. Washington Ave.
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and labor organizations, such as
$150,000 from Construction &
General Laborers’ District Council
of Chicago & Vicinity and $125,000
from Laborers’ Political League
Education fund.
“This election is a battle of the
super wealthy versus organized
labor,” said Chris Mooney, director
of the Institute of Government and
Public Affairs at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Mooney said support from the
comptroller is important to Rauner
because the governor has to manage the budget, and the comptroller
can make discretionary decisions
to help the governor, such as putting
state legislators’ checks on hold to
help the governor press for legislation. This may have caused the
uptick in fundraising.
He added that the result of
this election is also important to
Democratic Illinois House Speaker
Michael Madigan because the
comptroller crafts the story of
whom to blame the state’s financial
crisis on during press conferences.

At the Oct. 25 comptroller debate
aired on public access television,
Mendoza said Munger did not properly distribute state checks and said
she prioritized bonuses to Rauner
and his allies while avoiding social
service payments.
However, Munger said, as a
comptroller, she does not know
whether the checks are for bonuses
or pay.
Both candidates accused the
other of being in the pocket for their
respective party’s state leader.
Rauner appointed Munger to
office in January 2015 to replace
interim officeholder Jerry Stermer,
whom former Gov. Pat Quinn
appointed after Judy Baar Topinka
unexpectedly died in December
2014 at 70 years old.
Mooney said Rauner probably
wanted to appoint Munger to a
full four-year term, but Illinois
Democrats passed legislation that
limited her term to two years and
required a special election for the
remaining two years to keep the
governor in check.

According to state law, contribution limits are removed when an
individual or independent expenditure committee directs more
than $250,000 to a particular
candidate. This is the reason each
campaign has been able to raise
large amounts.
Munger’s husband, John Munger,
who is an attorney for Jansson
Munger McKinley & Sharpe in
Lake Forest, contributed $260,000
to Munger’s committee on Sept. 23,
according to Illinois State Board of
Elections data. Less than a week
later, Griffin, who in June gave
Munger’s campaign $5,400, the
prior individual contribution limit,
donated $3 million to Munger and
an additional $2 million in October.
Regulating campaign contributions is a difficult task, according to
Yepsen, because there are numerous avenues around the law.
‘Money in politics is like water
on a flat roof,” Yepsen said. “It will
find a way through.”
ebradach@chroniclemail.com

Goldberg said he does not know
whether the “long-term strategy”
is an accurate position to take, but
said it is a favorable way to view
Obama’s foreign policy.
“[Chollet] firmly believes that is
the case,” Goldberg said. “I don’t
think he is trying to make excuses
for the president.”
A more controversial and criticized aspect of Obama’s presidency is recognizing the country’s
mistakes, Chollet said, but argued

that the president’s willingness to
acknowledge those missteps and
indiscretions is the sign of a strong
and effective leader.
“He sees the acknowledgment
of our fallibility and the understanding that the United States can
learn from mistakes and constantly
renew itself and make it better as
the key to our strength and leadership in the world,” Chollet said.
ebradach@chroniclemail.com

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE

Former adviser Derek Chollet discussed President Barack Obama’s long-term
foreign policy strategies at a Chicago Council on Global Affairs event Nov. 3.
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